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The following is information from an informal study conducted by the Rev. Terry Sweetser. Note
that all participants self identified as born UU’s in response to an email inquiry made to several
UUA’s email discussion lists. Whether the trends in this sample are true for all born UU’s we can
not know. Enjoy!

Born UU’s - Who Stuck and Why
Rev. Terry Sweetser

Sample: 260 ministers, DRE’s, and lay members were interviewed
Age: Oldest 91

Average 57

Mean 51

Youngest 18

Participants by generation:

9% 26% 29% 22% 14%

Net Gen Gen X Boomers Boosters Depression
(age 18-25) (age 26-35) (age 36-55) (age 56-69) (age 70+)
Summary Statements:

% 67% liked Sunday School because of some form of community connection.
% 69% did not like the school atmosphere of Sunday School.

% 94% of lifelong UU’s interviewed were involved with a Youth Group/Program.

91% reported their participation in these programs as being a vital/significant experience.
74% reported it being important to them because of peers & adults who cared.

« 46% attended conferences as youth.
71% of those attending conferences reported it was a vital connecting experience.

s 29% attended a UU camp
86% of those attending reported it was a vital connecting experience.

% 78% of lifelong UU’s interviewed stayed a Unitarian Universalist because they felt it was
home and/or because of connections made during their youth experience.

% 19% left at some point with 76% drifting away during college.

s 99% of 260 ministers, religious educators and lay members felt that stronger youth, campus
& young adult programs would help keep our young people.

Think this is impressive? DD
You can make a donation to support Youth, Campus & Young Adult Ministry online! g

For more information on holding a Youth and Young Adult Sunday in your community please visit
our www.uua.org/sunday2002 or call 617 948-6198.



http://www.uua.org/sunday2002
mailto:pbowden@uua.org
http://www.uua.org/sunday2002/coordinators.html
https://secure.uua.org/giving/campaign/campaign-onlinegift.htm

Questions and responses:

1. What did you like about Sunday School
Being with like minded friends 29%
Being with caring non parental adults 20%
Having fun 18%

67% total

2. What did you dislike about Sunday School
Boring 46%

Too much like school 23%
69% total

3. Did you participate in some form of Youth Group/Program
Yes 94%

No 06%

4. Was your participation in the Youth Group important to you?
Vital 76%
Significant 15% subtotal 91%
Okay 07%

No Response 02%

5. Why was it important to you?

Being with peers who cared 51%
Being with adults who cared 23%
74% total

6. Did you attend conferences as a youth?

Yes 46%
Was this a vital connecting experience for you?
Yes 1%

7. Did you attend a UU camp as a youth?

Yes 29%
Was this a vital connecting experience for you?
Yes 86%

8. Why do you think you stayed a Unitarian Universalist?
Strong love, loyalty and hope gained
during YOUTH EXPERIENCE 57%
| felt it was my home, it was a good fit 21%

For more information on holding a Youth and Young Adult Sunday in your community please visit
our www.uua.org/sunday2002 or call 617 948-6198.




9. Did you ever leave?

Yes 19%
Why did you leave?

Drifted away during college 76%
Other 24%

10. Why did you come back?

It was home 45%
Kids 41%

1. How do you think we can keep more young people?
Stronger support of Youth programs 51%
Stronger support of College/Campus programs 32%
Stronger support of Young Adult program 16%

99% total

"Mind the Gap"
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For more information on holding a Youth and Young Adult Sunday in your community please visit
our www.uua.org/sunday2002 or call 617 948-6198.




