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See the world and save the planet

By Diane Daniel
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

- One of the first things Michele Davis does when
she travels to a new city is look for a place to put her
recyclables. She even has a photo collection of recy-

cling bins from across Europe.
“They look kind of space age,” she said. “Once,
when I couldn’t find any, I

Some true took home five empty bot-
b 1 ties on the plane. My hus-
cl1evers band was horrified.”

Davis, 44, of Newton,
recycle even e . .
and neighbors as the “re-

1nt0 thelr cycling queen.” She heads
the local recycling com-

suitcases . ,
mittee and recently be-

came the town’s representative to the Green Decade
(Crealition Kyoto Project, helping residents identify
what to do in their homes and lives to reduce carbon
cioxisle emissions and be more climate friendly.

1 eould also call her a composting devotee, in
that she oversees three bins, one of them indoors.
Composting on the road, she notes, is a little trickier.

is known among friends

“I've buried compost at places we've rented,” she
said.

Despite her passion and practices, Davis, like most
other travelers, admits she never has scouted out en-
vironmentally friendly hotels and services when plan-
ning a vacation, or afterward given hotel manage-
ment any feedback.. )

Bob Henault, 46, of Mansfield, and Betty Gilson,
77, of Bridgewater, share Davis’s experience. Both
their families are concerned with recycling, compost-
ing, and energy use — at home. But when they’re on
the road, they become what could be called passive
environmentalists.

“We'll do it if it’s an option,” Henault said. “Like if
there’s cards in the room with an option of not having
the towels washed.” But he does not refuse daily maid
and linen service.

Gilson, who drives a Prius, sometimes travels with
her husband on group tours. She has never asked a
tour operator about their environmental practices, al-
though she’s always happy to see them offered. “I
haven'’t really thought about it,” said Gilson.

Davis, Henault, and Gilson are all model “good cit-
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