| try. Yet your own son was
a paratrooper who fought
| in Afghanistan. Did that
experience change you?

I couldn’t just affirm
conscientious objection,
which I support. I [also]
had to affirm those who
serve with conscience in
the military, because that’s
what my son does. Having
a son in the military
reminds me that things

| are complicated. I think it
| makes my responses to
certain issues a little less
knee-jerk, and that’s
probably a good thing.
And it makes for some
interesting conversations
with my son.

| You have been a proponent
of a cease-fire in the
Middle East that calls for
a secure Israel as well as
a Palestinian state. The
statement angered some
Jews, who felt you did not
adequately understand the
| symbolic significance of
Israel and the threat that

| a Palestinian state might

| pose to it.

| 1 was in analytical, fix-it

| mode. My mistake was

| in not communicating

| my awareness of the

| significance to Jews of

| Israel as a sanctuary for
the heart and soul. The

ringr'ng the "good news” of Ul-ism to all people.

perceived absence of that
[awareness] made it hard
for them to hear what I
was actually saying. It

| was a big lesson for me

in terms of what I thought
I had communicated and
what I did communicate.

What changes do you see
for the Unitarian Univer-

salist church in the future?

I’m one who believes that
the good news of UU-ism
is powerful or potentially
powerful for all people,
not just for the affluent,

| European American,

terminally educated folks
who make up the majority
of us. As a movement, we
still struggle to welcome
and support ministers of
color. - Richard Higgins
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