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“Let me tell you some-
thing that offends me,” said
Kennedy. “It’s been nine
years now since we've had
an increase in the minimum
wage.

“During that time, mem-
bers (of Congress) voted
themselves seven pay in-
creases, a total of over
$30,000, but we can not get
an increase in the minimum

minumum wage but they

~ want to do the job. They

want to do it right and they
want to do it well.
“Primarily, it’s women.
Sixty five to 70 per cent of
those women have children.
It’s a women’s issue. It’s a
children’s issue. It’s a fam-
ily issue. It’s a civil rights
issue. It’s a fairness issue,
“American people, work-

card.

“In the blue card,” he
said, “if you want federal
employee’s comprehensive,
universal health coverage,
you just check right up here
and you don’t have to have

wrong” that half a million
Americans do not have
healthcare because they
can’t afford it.

“A job should lift a per-
son out of poverty, not keep
them in it,” he said. “They

wrong,” said Kocio Saenz,
president of Local Service
Employees International
Union. “People should not
have to make the difficult
choice to pay rent, pay bills
or go to the doctor.”

clation of Community Urga-
nizations for Reform Now),
recalled a 2004 vote in
Florida to increase the mini-
mum wage to $8.25 an hour.

“Seven to one said ‘yes.’
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