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Forward

It isnowayear after the catastrophe of Septenter 11, 2001.
Wii | e everyone says | i fe has been “changed forever,” thereis a
reassuring return of theway things were, at | east on a day-today
basis. Thisvolunetriesto preservethe record of one

conmuni ty' s experi ence through e-nai | sent and recei ved on and
after Septener 11, 2001. Because it i s church community,
therearea socontributions fromcl ergy and friends fromafar, as
vel | as portions fromnenorial servi ces and newspaper col umms,
wthafina poetic portionsent inJanuary, 2002

Insuchaway, | hopetopreserveinwitingthe sensation of

t hose days, both as a nenorial and areminder. Mnory pl ays
falsewthall of us, andthrough our ownwitten words, we can
nake sure that we do not | ose track of what we thought and felt.

| believeemail isoverrated as a nedi um but on Sept entber 11,
itwastheonlyreliabl ewaytostayintouch, astel ephone systens
were spotty. It was al sothe only way to reach nany peopleina
hurry. Mbst weretryingtoassuretheir friends they wereal |
right. Soneweretryingto hel pandadviseothers. Andafew
werereporting their experi ences, whether toshareor just to
unburden. Sone of each are here.

For thosewho are not part of this particular congregation, itisa
Lhitarian Lhi versal i st conmunity centeredin Brookl yn Heights, a
nei ghborhood in NewYork Gty that sits directly across the East
R ver froml oner Mainhattan. V& had front rowseats tothe

di saster, watchi ng everything about a half nil e anay i nthe very
clear blue norninglight. Mnyinthe Heights and adj acent

nei ghbor hoods work there or even send thei r chi |l dren t o school
there. Soit isnorethan physical proxi mity that connects us.

Sartingthat afternoon, | sent aletter out to neners and
friends al nost every day for aweek. These becane | onger and
longer, and arethelongest portionsinthis account. Between
them ofteninresponse, cane nost of the other comment s.

| hopethat, despiteeditingfor clarity and privacy, sonethi ng of
thei r i rmedi acy renai ns as wel | as sonething enduring. My it



serve as an al bumof pai nful, poi gnant but al so preci ous
recol lection. If, inaddition, it containsnore, 1 amthankful .

W Frederi ck Voden
Sunmmer 2002



Tuesday, Septenber 11, 2001

(M first letter cane out that eveni ng, although an early and
short versionwvas sent inthe afternoon. Thesetwo |l etters cane
inresporsetothat earlyletter.)

11 Sep 2001

I’ mat hone i n Brookl yn, watchingthe news onall the TV
channel s. Thisnorning as | was getting ready for work, | heard
on NPRI ocal radiothat therewas an expl osi on at Vérld Trade
Center, thenthat AMstationwent of f theair; | swtchedtothe
sane broadcast on AMto hear nore, and turned on the TV. |
sawon TV when t he second pl ane crashed, and “T" cal l ed, so |
didget totaktofamly. | watchedfor avhile, calledthe office
(1 work i n nmdtoawn Manhattan, not near Vrl d Trade), and sai d
I"dwait avhil e and then go i ntowork. Thi ngs seened t o have
cal ned by 10: 15, so| wal kedto the subway togointo
Manhattan. The train cange, and | rode four stops to Qmth/9th
Sreet, vherethe trai n goes above ground and Vérl d Trade is in
view A that stop, the conductor saidthat was as far asthetrain
was goi ng, and everybody was orderedto | eave the station. | got
toground | evel , found a pay phone, cal |l ed the of fi ce and was
told not to cone towork, and | wal ked hone, about an hour’s
val k. A ny apartnent, afewniles anay, | coul d see t he snoke
plunes, andthereis ashintheair and snoke even in ny

nei ghbor hood. Astranger onthe street gave ne a surgi cal
nask—the snel | isikeburningrubber, eventhisfar avay. |
finally got throughonthetel ephonetotal k to Mther afew

N nut es ago.

Sfor therest of thedayl'll beclosetothete evision, but I'11]
vwal k to a diner for | unch and be around ot her peopl e-the
stories you hear onthe street are fasci nating, fromeyew tnesses
to“wherel was.” And | have one good friend who works at
Vorld Trade but not inthe tw ntowers, so send good t hought s
out tonissingfolks, andtothefirefighters nost i nharms way
(I"'veseenflatbedtrucks full of firefighters goingtoMnhattan).



There’' s an energency cal | for bl ood donors; |'meligibleto
donate againthis Saturday. Al NYCevents are cancel ed t oday—
no sports, no Broadway shows, andtoday’ s prinary el ectionis
cancel ed. And vhet her thisis donesticterrorism an
international group or sponsored by aforeignstate, let’s hope
that reason prevail s over enotionwhenretaliationis consi dered,
that thisdoesn't start anassi ve var.

I msafe, sothanks for your good t houghts, and nowsend t hem
tothosein greatest need.

Ti m( Bar ger)

11 Sep 2001

As| witethis, the Wrld Trade Genter has been bonbed and
lives have beenlost. | watchedthe plane collidewththetower
whi | e wat chi ng tel evi sion. Fromny rooftop | sawt he subsequent
expl osi ons wth ny own eyes. Qe of ny friends just call ed ne,
crying hysterical |y, because she wat ched t he bui | di ng where she
worked, (7 WQ, collapseinaheap. M heart is heavy. | too
worked at WC M nother didal so. | still have friends who
vwork there. It was one of ny favorite pl aces. Just | ast week | was
hangi ng out at Border’s, readi ng nagazi nes, listingto@Ms. |
usedtogotothe Bar at “Vilndows On The Vérl d,” and att end
jazz concertsinthe Haza. Sone of ny favoriterestaurants are on
the concourse. Ve w || never seethosetw ntowers on our
skylineagain. Let usnournit’sloss andpray for thevicting as
we | asfor our city.

Hic(S Srudl)

Tuesday Evening D spatch



It has beenaday likenoother. Sill uwvashed, | heard al oud
sound thi s norning i n ny hone of fi ce here i n Brookl yn Hei ght s.
Thinking it vas part of constructionnot far anay | didnot at first
pursueit. Loud noi ses are not unprecedentedinthe Bgdty. But
then | heard peopl e shouti ng and t he sound of feet running. | |eft
ny snal | office, which faces anay fromthe B-ookl yn vaterfront,
and vent to ny |iving roomvhi ch has a si del ong vi ewof | over
Manhat t an. Down on the street there vere onl y a fewpeopl e but
t hey were headi ng t ovard t he pronenade that faces thecity. |
turned ny head and sawt he tw n t overs bel chi ng snoke and
knewsonet hi ng horri d was happeni ng.

A first | assuned afire had broken out, and turned onthe
televisiontolearnmore. llythenl did| hear that an ai rpl ane
hadcollidedwthit. | thought of theairplanethat hit the Enpire
SateRiildingafter thevar. Bit wthinnonents | found out t hat
it vas not one but twvo aircraft.

M wi fe VEndy returned hone, shaken by what she had seen.

V¥ sat down to vatch the reports and vat ched t he vi deot ape of

t he second pl ane plow ng i nto the tovwer. | renenbered a scream
I hear d wihen t he second expl osi on happened. It nust have been
t he cry of soneone who sawwhat happened. Wiat a burden t o
bear.

And t hen ve | ear ned about t he crash at t he Pent agon.
Soecul ation about terrorismturnedto certainty, andthe sense of
dread | egot upin us.

The t el ephone rang and ny of fi ce asked me i f | knew | tol d

t hemwve were vat chi ng even now | hurried to take ny shover
andjust as | vas getting dressed | heard ny wfe cry out and
hurriedback totheliving roomas the tel evisionandlivingroom
w ndow shoved t he sout h t over crunbl i ng to t he ground.

Acloud of dust roselike astorm billow ng sl owand ominous,
obscuring our view | thought that this cl oud of gray dust vas
nonent s ago one of the signatures of thecityandinit vere

mingledthe flecks and bits of actual people, their cl ot hes and
lives obliterated and nowhurtlingtovardus. It vas

i nconpr ehensi bl e i n scope, nore shattering tothe nind than

any Hbl I ynood st agi ng.



| hastened to church, and ny wfe to the school our boys attend.
Just after | arrived ve heard the | ast runbl e as t he second t over
fell. The cl oud rushed again. Al day | ong our eyes have bur ned.
The snel | of burnt debris perneat es t he nei ghbor hood. My
jacket vas lightly coveredwthgray flecks as | | eafl etedthe area
for aprayer service we are hostingtoni ght.

| sawafriendstandingonthe street corner terrified Her

chil dren attend school in|over Minhattan. Her husband vas
taki ng them She and we do not knowwhat wll becorne of them
That her husband i s nanmed Farooqgi is asilent fact we all knowis
very presert as vel | .

A A ynout h Ghurch, broadsi des printed up to announce a
prayer servicefor “thecity” are scratched out to say i nst ead:
“the country.” The front door i s open, sonethi ng never done
any nore. As | pass ot her houses of vorship, their doors are
open t oo.

Thereislittletraffic. Aongthe streets peopl e huddl e by

t el ephone boot hs, their cell phones not vorking. As the
broadcast tover for nany tel evi sion and radi o stati ons vas on t he
North Tover, only one stationis avail abl e, al t hough t he cabl e
systemisfine. Soalsoisour DA line. Qd-fashionedwres are
still going, unless they vent through | over Minhatt an.

The subvays ar e down. Peopl e st and about ai nhess, unabl e to go
anywhere or do anything. Atourist wth napin handis aski ng
howto get back to Mainhattan. V& hear there is Long I sl and

Rai | road service and tell her howto get tothe H at bush Avenue
station It'sdrectly under the WIliansburg Bank bui | di ng, a
tover initsownright —and | vwonder about that.

Thereis uncertainty, but not pani c. Not know ng what |ies ahead,
evenif one can get hone, nakes for a subtle tension and a
pervasi ve gl oomof heart that echoes t he gl oomof t he sky.

Back in ny church of fi ce | amon t he phone at every nonent,
finding parishioners, asking, telling, seeking. S owy our nenbers
arefound, or evencall inthensel ves. Fowfortunate that at such
tines peoplethink tocall us, know ng we vioul d care andtell
others. W Epi scopal col | eague and staff are cal | i ng each and
every nenber intheir cormunity.



Soaiesbegintocircuae

- ne vonan vas | at e t o wor k because she stopped to votein
the prinary today. The di saster arrived before she di d.

- Aot her is out of town altogether, andve all voul dliketo
jonherinlnd ana

- Yet another isinLenox HII hospital wth newborntwns. Irony
and | uck over and over.

- (ne escaped t he A nanci al Cent er and nade her way back on
foot to cl ai mher daught er at school .

- Aot her vas out of the buildingwhenit fell and sawit all,
scorchi ng her nind.

Bet vieen phone cal | s | set up a prayer service that evening. | am
not alone. Inadditiontonmineandthat wiichl sawat A ynout h,
thereis aserviceat the Epi scopal Church and t he Lut heran. |
consult with the Lut heran past or and suggest aninterfaith servi ce.
Ve trytocreate one but vie end up wth separate services. | am
fortunate though. M col | eague fromt he conservat i ve synagogue
w!l sharethe service wth ne.

Sonevhere inthe mdd e of this| call parents and ot her fanily,
assuring themof our vell being. It isironicthat nysister and

brother inlawlive al nost as cl osetothe Pentagon as ve doto
the WC M not her i s not happy.

A'so, | seemto be the only one wit h good t el ephone access to
thecity, and sowe get calls for ot hers and pass hemal ong. W
col | eague, Hope, cannot get in fromher hone in Park S ope. Her
daught er at t ends hi gh school at 77th and Anst erdam The
forner callsnefirst. | | eave a nessage wth our chapl ai n,
Qlanda, wholives not far fromthere, about the daughter. The
daughter calls and | tell her about the chapl ai n bei ng cl ose by.
Then| call the nother. She i s not hore but her sister, the aunt,
is. Rdief dl araud

g all things, | nust nail sonething, sol val k tovardthe nain
office. It islockedtight for security | presune. | | eave ny
overdue bill s i n an out si de box, vondering when they will be
pi cked up. n t he vay back | see hal f burned papers int he
Street; they are nortgage tabl es and financial nanual s. It is

8



shocki ng and yet perfectly sensible. And |1, alongwth ot hers
fromthe of fi ce, pi ck some up and bring t hemback to pl ace i n
ar ctdice rdics.

M d-afternoon | go hone to change cl ot hes. | wal k back t ovard
theriver, andthe cloud of dust and snoke nowobscure t he
entirelover skyline. Tothenorthl canstill seethe bridge and
m dtown. The north wi nd nowdri ves t he pl une of dust and
snoke sout h, a strong orange col or creat ed fromt he sun behi nd
it. Northof lover Minhattanthe sunis out, glinting off the NY
Lifebuilding Aongtheriverfrot, | canseetheblinkinglights of
energency vehicles likeastringof holiday!lights. Except for the
whoosh of sone fighter jet patrolling nowandthen, it is

conpl etel y silent. The churni ng col unm of snoke ri ses
energetically, but ve hear not hi ng.

| stay at hone for awhile, vatchingthe nevs, |earning nothi ng
new Thereis aweirdeconony of infornation. Everyoneis
desperatetofindthings out, but thereislittleactually knomn. So
eager are peopl e, incl udi ng ne, that ve grasp anyt hi ng and
repeat it wthout even thinking. Runors are everywhere, as poor
infornmation far out nunbers good.

| changeintoasuit and val k back fromthe ri verfront, goi ng
agai nst the current of peopl e eager to see, to know Aongthe
vay | buy a sandw ch and soft drink for supper. | haven't eaten
anyt hi ng but a pi ece of honenade peach pi e t he secretary
brought infirst thinginthe norning. Her husband nade it from
peaches grovn i n t hei r backyard.

Inthe officel amconpiling naterials for the service. Alocal
fol k singer call ed and asked to sing. | sai dyes, coaching himto
find sonet hi ng consol i ng and honest. | want sonet hi ng from
bothscriptural traditions, BbleandQ/ ran. | happen upon psal m
140: “Deliver ne, Hbly he, fromevil ones; preserve ne from
theviolent.” Then | findthe 99th Sura whi ch ends, “whosoever
does an at omof good shal | seeit; and whosoever does an at om
of evil shall seeit aso.” Inadditionl findextracts fromthe
reformliturgy for Tisha B av, the day i n nenory of the
destructionof thetenpl e “Youshall rebuildthecity,” it says.

| eat ny sanaw ch and vat ch t he news i n ny of fi ce. Not hi ng new
and yet everything. My fanmily arrives. | print alittle cheat sheet
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and assenbl e ny papers. The sanctuary i s open and | sit down to
pl ay t he pi ano, hymms, whil e peopl e cone in. Facing anay | don’t
knowhownany are there, whichis good as | have not pl ayed for
nonths. WII the fol k singer andthe rabbi nakeit?

The fol k singer arrives. (ne nonent of relief. The rabbi arrives,
insveat clothes. | thinkit odduntil | see heis vearing a
firefighters coat and carryingahelnet. Qhhis backit says
(hapl ai n Pot asni k. He has been there. | amanazed and grat ef ul .

Wien | | ook around | see 150 or so, nostly strangers. Nowi s
thetine. Al that isvorthrecallingisthat Rabbi Fot asni k brought
therealityintothe roomwthhim andwthit the courage of
thosethere. Hotoldespecially of theloss of Father Judge, afull
tinefirechaplain andtwvo other chiefs, caught inthe coll gose.
And vihen he finishedtelling us this | asked everyone to pray and
inthat tinetosay out |oudthe nanes of those dear to t hemat
thi s hour. The choki ng sobs wvere as | oud as t he nanes.

Fnally, thefaolk singer, lan, sang. He sai d he vent up on hi s roof
tothink and finally chose a song, “Up Above My Head, ” whi ch
he pl ayed i n a bl uesy ninor key, each verse ending with “There
Mist be a God Sonewhere.” V¥ al | sang and t hen t he r abbi

bl essed us. It vas not enough, but it was enough.

At the doorstep, the snell and dust were appal | i ng. The w nd has
dieddown, andit all just hungintheair. | w shed everyone vel |
and bl essed as nany as seened to need it. Howodd to bl ess
others when | amsoinneedof it nyself. It is not ny custonary
formand feel s foreign, but this evening denanded it. Areporter
froma l ocal paper spoke withthe rabbi and ne for a few
nonents, andthenit was over.

It vas eight o’ clock, and night had fall en. Lust and snoke coul d
be seen by the light of the street | anps. V& val ked hore i n t he
Silent streets, as thoughthe air vas miffling t he sound of feet
adlife

| amterrified, asterrorismintends. Ad | amenraged. Rer haps
soneday | shal | be abl e t o under st and howsoneone €l se’ s rage
coul d dri ve themt o such wetched acts, but | cannot i nagi ne it
ever being right or good. Perhaps soneday | shall be ableto
conpr ehend t he corrodi ng povwer of powerl essness and howi t
givesbirthtovioence but | cannot i nagi ne excusi ng cal cul at ed
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butchery as political statenent. | certainly cannot i nagi ne t aki ng
aplane andits peopl e hostage and using it as a bonb agai nst
other people, andthinkingit heroic.

| alsovorry that the principles (if suchavord can be used for
t hose vho do such thi ngs) that propel such an act, poi nt
ul'tinately tovard genocide. Ahal f-century after the hol ocaust,
notw thstandi ng t he i nj ust i ces and ni st akes nade by t he st at e of
Israel, theaternativethat i npel s such anact is anot her

hol ocaust. And | fear that we are all nowbei ng asked to put our
livesonthelinetoprevent that. Not even asked, sinply put
there wit hout our choi ce or know edge.

That ' s what happened to those on board the flights. It happened
tothoseinthe Trade Center. It happened t o t hose who vere
killedin Rennsyl vani a and even those inthe Rentagon. It nay yet
happen agai n.

WIIl it end? A this nonent | don’t know and | dare not thi nk
about it asny rage at this nonent i s toolargeto understand.
Instead, | shall havetofindavaytolivewthit, becausethe
dternativeis evenvorse

W Frederi ck Woden
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Ve¢dnesday, Septenber 12, 2001

Thank you for your letter. | hopethat youw || consider wth
great carewhat isto be saidbeforechildrenleave [worship] on
Qnday. Many children at the pre-school age are beingtol d of an
acci dent of planes and the WG but we are wary of di scussi on at
this poi nt beyond confiorting themthat the police, firedept.,

and adul ts are keepi hg t hemsaf e.

Robert ( Thonpson)

.1. feel such a sense of confusi on and uncertai nty about the
futurenow Thefull horror of these events has not hit hone, but
i s coning closer as | speak to peopl e who were cl oseto the
incident. M heart breaks for al theshatteredfanlies. |
questi on ny own val ues —everyday |ife seens sotrivial, yet |
want to get onwth everyday |ife because | do not want the
terroriststobevictoriousover nylifeor thelifeweleadinthis
country generally. Gttingonwtheveryday lifeintheface of
such a catastrophe, hovever, givesrisetofee ings of guilt.
Brentual lywe al | havetotell oursel ves that goi ngto work and
takingour kidstothe playgroundisstill inportant.

Noreen (Véiss)

...y thought s are w th you.
Qark Qsen (North Garol i na)

P.S M daughter inAlantajust woteof afriendin NewYork
who nornal | y works on the 102nd fl oor of one of the Tw n
Tovers. Yesterday he happened to have ajob i ntervi ew

el sevher el

..l amheartened that you are providing sol acetothoseinthe
communi ty who have wit nessed thi s tragedy, thi s hol ocaust .
Wt hout choi ceis howit happened, but we can and nust choose
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howwe w Il respondtothisvileact of conardice. Tineand Love
wll leadusthere. A handistheeffort tosave al |l who can be
saved and nake sure that ground zeroinlower Minhattanis safe
forlifetoresuneits patterns, vhichit nust. V& nay not be
afraid. Tohonor thosewholost their |ivesor their | oved ones,
we nay not be afrai d.

As lifewoul dhaveit, Johnwas in Brooklynthat norning
at hissister’s. It tookall norningtofindour fanly neners
and know thank Gd, that they were saf e, even extended famly,
and one cousinwhois afirefighter and whose HQi s in | ower
Manhat t an.

W are nost fortunate. Andthe miracle stories arepiling
up. 1’11 just giveyouone exanpl & M sister Mrion, the
publ i shi ng geront ol ogi st, nade an appoi ntnent wth a potenti al
newclient’sfamlytoneet Sept.1linarestaurant at the top of
one of thetowers. The night before she got caught intherain
visitingother clients and by the ti ne she got hone she was
feeingfeverishand cal l edthe client to postpone the breakf ast
neeting until Fiday norning. “l never cancel appointnents,”
she tol d ne yest erday, “But for sone unknown reason | si nply
felt | couldn't pushnyself onthisoneandrel uctantly calledto
post pone the date.” Wien she anoke t he next norning, feeling
tiredbut not ill, sheturnedonthe TVandthere werethe
burningtoners. Sheisfilledwthnxed enotions, gratitude
bei ng forenost. She has no i dea whet her the clients had
breakf ast on Tuesday or not. She, |ike everyone el seis wvaiting.

S ephan and Nat ascha cal ledtotell us that M enna
nour ns our | osses our tragedy. Sephanistryingtotrack down
friends. Sarah knows peopl e whowork inthe financia district
and several inthetower. Shecall ed yesterday, distraught. Ve
arevaiting.

Hsieand Hi were nesnerizedwhen| call edthem PRessinistic
about thefuture. | didwhat | coudtobrightenuptheir
prospects. Apall hadsettledonthecity they sai d.

That was yest erday and we have an obligationtoreturntowhat is
nornal know ng t hat we can never be i nnocent agai n. But we
w I be, and especial |y NewYorkers, strong and united and face
what ever our tonorrows bring.
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Brenfromtherel ative safety of MIford...wearewthyouinour
hearts and soul s.

Love, Loretta (Anagnost, MIford Ny)

Just wantedtol et you knowthat we are all okay. It took along
tinetoget Abigail and Danny hone, but we're all safe. | spent
t he day speaki ng wth very upset students, natching up extra
beds wi t h t hose who coul dn’'t get hone, and working with the
staff of the busi ness school onhowto deal wththe next several
days. V¢ have roughly 50 part-tine and executi ve MBA st udent s
who worked i n the WC W knowat | east four of themare
okay because we sawthem traunati zed, concerned about their
col | eagues, and i n one case coveredin plaster fromthe buil di ng
col I apsi hg behi nd hi m They wal ked here fromdownt own thi s
norni ng (the canpus i s at Véshi ngt on Square i n G eenw ch

Ml lage) after bei ng evacuat ed and N\WUfelt likethefirst safe
haven. It wll be awhile beforewe knowhownany students we
| ost, hownany of their spouses, etc., etc.

& are arrangi ng to have our advising staffstrainedin
howt o respond t o st udent s who have | ost cl assmat es, famly
nentoer s, and (possi bly, we don’t knowanyt hi ng yet for sure)
pr of essors and hope t 0 have soneone here t onorrowt o speak to
students about it. NvyUinmedi ately set up counsel ing centersin
a nunier of | ocations and energency shelters. By the end of the
day yesterday, nost students and staff coul d finally go hone, but
we have dorns inthe Vdl | &. areawhich students couldn’'t go
back toyet or didn't want to. Saff and students who had | ong
wal ks hone bef or e subway servi ce was | argel y rest or ed gat her ed
ingroups towal k, as therewas sone fear for safety onthe
streets. 9 nce energency servi ces were concent rat ed downt own,

t her e was concer n anong sone t hat protectiononthe rest of the
city sstreetsvon't be sufficient tod scourage opportunists. Itis
truly beyond conpr ehensi on.

So many i n the NYUcomunity sawthe planes fly into
the towers or sawthemfall tothe ground. And even t hose who
mssedit just hadto |l ook south any tine yest erday t o see a huge
cloud of snoke risingfromthefires. |'msure your viewof the
skyline has beenalteredinadeeply disturbingway as wel | .
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There used to be a ni cel y franed vi ewof the towers down
LaGuar di a A ace, around t he corner fromboth our apart nent
and ny of fi ce, and many of ny col | eagues had a vi ewof them
fromtheir |iving roomw ndows. Nowthereisnothing. It’sthe
first truesense |’ ve ever had of what it might have beenlike for
the peopl e of Berlin, Versaw London, etc. toseetheir cities
physi cal |y and dranat i cal | y changed by hat red.

Love, K m(Corfnan)

Date: Wed, 12 Sep 2001 11: 55: 57 - 0400
Fred

Have you heard of anyone getting hurt inour congregation. |'m
hone downtown i s cl osed. | w tnessed nost of the bonbi ng and
col | apse. Vdl ked hone w t h t housands of ot her across the
Minhattan bridge. Wat’'s the Lhitarianway of dealingwththis
ki nd of thing?...

Robert (Brackhill)

Sibject: RE Sill here
Date: Wd, 12 Sep 2001 08: 33: 07 - 0400

Fred,
Thank you for this report. Qur thoughts and prayers arewth
you and t he peopl e you serve. | have been on t he phone and e-

nai | wth anunber of our col | eagues, al |l of whomare doing vital
work to hel p peopl e (i ncl udi ng t hensel ves) sort thisout. H ease
et nme knowif thereis anythingwe here can doto be of hel p.

Best w shes,
Davi d (Hibner, col | eague)

SQect: R Kill Hre
Date: Wd, 12 Sep 2001 16: 47: 48 EDT
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h, Feddear.

Such good nini stry and so needed. | got stuck i n Vshi ngt on
fromwhence | was toreturn yesterday but arrivedthis afternoon
by van. That was aweird placetobe- inahotel four bl ocks
fromThe Wi te House. B g security detail!

Love t 0 you and Vé¢ndy,
Denny (Davi dof f, forner Mbderator of the U

Sibect: RE Sill Hre
Date: Ved, 12 Sep 2001 17:50: 18 - 0400
Fed

As a 50,000 nil e per year flyer, | have been ableto easily

i nagi ne nysel f i nany of those four pl anes. | have been af rai d,
andreflectingonny fear. |’ ve been pissed of f, and refl ecting
about just howusel ess that is. | have been beyond words and
therefore, pretty non communi cative for over 24 hours. So1'm
grateful for your mnistry thereinthe rubbl e, and personal |y

t hankf ul for your words, whi ch sonehow have prodded ne to
conmmuni cat e.

"'l keep you and Veéndy on ny prayer |ist.
Gni Qurter (friend, and UJA Trust ee fromM chi gan)

Qubj ect: Expressi on of synpat hy fromCzech Lhitari ans
Date: Wed, 12 Sep 2001 11:31:18 +0200
Qur dear Anerican friends,

V& were extrenel y shocked at the news of theterrorist attack
agai nst your country yesterday that |edto atragedy of thousands
of innocent victing andthei r famlies.

Vé strongly conderm thi s cruel attack agai nst civil inhabitants
wththea mtoassail your | and, our civilizationand freedom
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You have our deepest synpathy i nyour sorrow our thoughts and
our hearts arewthyou. Qhbehal f of all Czech Lhitarians,

dncerely yours, Hilenadslerova
Scretary General, The Reli gi ous Soci ety of Czech Lhitari ans

Date: Wd, 12 Sep 2001 13: 20: 56 EDT

Qi ect: Payers
Dear Fed:

M prayers arewthyouat thisdifficut tine, and!l knowas a
religious|eader youw || be askedto shoul der difficult burdens
now My God giveyou strengthandinsight at thishorrifictine.

Yesterday | forkedupapint of redat Mntefiore Hospital, and |
was pleasedto seetheline growtoawaitingtine of 3 hours or
S0, so many peopl e respondi ng to the need. | see onthe news
today that dry cl ot hing, especial |y shoes and socks, are needed
by t he ener gency workers. M suggestionto those of us

fort unat e enough t o have been far away fromthi s tragedy can
contribute for nowi nthese ways, inadditiontoour prayers.

Sara Buechner (friend, and concert pi ani st)

Date: Wed, 12 Sep 2001
Dear Rever end VWoden:

It isnyunderstandingthat yoursisthe cl osest UJsocietytothe
incredi bl e tragedy that occurredin NewYork on Tuesday. | am
sure that nany nenfers of congregationwere directly af fected
by these events. M thoughts and prayers are w th you and your
congregationat thistine

Li ke many UJ congr egat i ons t hr oughout t he US and Canada,

our church had a speci al nenorial and prayer servi ce Védnesday
evening. A this servicewe had a specia offeringto hel pthose
affectedby thistragedy. Ve w !l do asecond passing of the plate
at our regul ar servicethi s comng Sunday for the sane pur pose.

Does your congregation or any ot her congregati oninthe New
York Gty areahave afinancial needrel atedtothe recent
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incredi bl e tragedi es? Isthe UJService Gonmttee inany way
invol vedinhel ping? (If the answer toboththese questionsis
“no”, wew |l sendthe nonies tothe Red G oss.)

Thanks for any i nfornati on you night have. S nce other WJ
congregati ons night be doi ng sonet hi ng sinilar toours, | wll
sharethisinfornationviathe Wleaders |ist serve.

B essi ngs, Nancy For dyce,
Board Secretary, UJChurch of Spartanburg, SC

12 Sep 2001
Dear Fed,

For ne, your note brings hone nore t han anyt hi ng el se | have
read, seen or heard sofar the horror of what happened

yest er day.

Uhtil now | had not nade t he connecti on bet ween t he dust
cloud t hat envel oped Lower Manhattan and those who diedin a
cloud of flamingjet fuel. And | didnot realize —though |
suppose | shoul d have —t hat t he dust reached our bel oved

nei ghbor hood.

| still findunbelievabl ethenotionthat thetowers —where ny
famly and | cel ebrated ny getting ny naster’s degree i n 1978
w th our one and only di nner at Wndows on the Vorld and
where | went nore tines than | can reneniber to buy tickets at
the hal f-priceticket stand or gotothe observation deck —are
gone.

| hadalove-haterelationshipwththetowers, whichwent up
when | was i n high school. | thought they were boxy and gauche
when conpared with the art deco nmagni fi cence of the Enpire
SateBuildingor the Qrysler Biilding. Bit asthe years passed,
they becane part of the | andscape. Driving up fromDel avare,
where | went tocol l ege, or poi nts south, the towers were al ways
the first signthat you were al nost hone and brought a snil e.

W' ve been i n London j ust si x weeks, and don't have a tel evi si on
yet. So, vhen | got hone last night, Dane, Jay and | went out in
search of apub or other | ocal e that night have one show ng

news. V& needed the el ectroni c hearth. W& couldn’'t find one. So
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went tothe US BEnbassy where we tal ked to two st unned young
nen fromQueens who were travel i ng t hrough Eur ope and not
sure howt hey were going to get back tothe Sates, nuch | ess
New Yor k. Qne of the London cops guar di ng t he enbassy

i st ened synpat heti cal ly.

Vé found fl owers al ready pi | ed agai nst atree near the enbassy,
sone W t h condol ence nessages. O ane t ear ed up when she read
onethat said, “For all the NewYork Yanks fromal | your
Qockney friends.”

V¢ then noticed a snal | group of Anericans and a few

synpat hetic Britonshadingacand dight vigil directlyinfront of
t he enbassy. V& j oi ned t hem (he handed Jay, O ane and ne
candies, andvwe lit ours fromtheir tapers. It turned out that two
of the seven or ei ght peopl e t here —nore showed up as t he

ni ght progressed —were flight attendants. They | ooked t ense and
shel | - shocked.

& | earned t hat t he entbassy had been evacuat ed earl i er and t hat
the only US personnel there were Mrines. V& never sawany.
Just London police. | foundthis sonehowdi sconcerting, that
eventhe Mrines hadtohide (Intellectually, | knowit was
probabl y a standard security neasure. But the synfol i sm

bot hered ne. ) .

¢ st ayed about an hour, then | eft because we had j obs or school
towake up to the next day.

| have no absol ut el y no doubt that New York and New Yor ker s
Wil endure and surnount thisterribletragedy. And | liketothink
that, alongwththe nenorial that nust be built, wew !l sone
day erect another great skyscraper at the Vorl d Trade Genter site
asaway of tellingtheworldthat NewYork' s spirit cannot and

w Il not be conquered.

Qur thoughts renai n very nuch w t h you,
Best, Jonathan (Gatis, London LK)
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Vednesday Eveni ng O spat ch

| gotothe gymanyway. So does rabbi Potasni k, and we ponder
t oget her as we go t hrough our usual routines. Heand| agreeto
get together againfor his Friday eveni ng servi ce, &ev Shabbat,
the | ast beforethe New Year.

h ny vay hone, | realize we need to buy a newspaper,
thisbeingverylikely anonentous edition. Sill sveaty andill
dressed | head up the street to where our tvo renai ni ng paper
stands are. Thereisalonglineat one sol gototheother, a
snal | bodega on t he ground fl oor beneat h a br onnst one
restaurant. Both are operated by i nmigrant Mislins. Sore
years before one of themtaught ne a fewphrases in Arabic, sol
say Sal aamA eykumt o t he nanager, and of fer ny hand. He
takesit wthalarge smle.

| pause at t he promenade t hat overl ooks the river and
skyline. It isstill silet, theonynosebeingthequiet but
abundant voi ces and feet of those cone to vatch. The nayor
has tol d t hose who can to stay hone. Subwvays are very linited.
Sfety anyvhere in Minhattanis still uncertain. But t he vieat her
isfine. Hadit not been for our cal amty, these voul d have been
| abel ed perfect days. Inthe perfect south wnd, though, the
¢l oud nowspreads due north, taking the dust and snell up
t hrough G eenwi ch i || age and t he vest si de.

Shool is cancel | ed.  Yesterday, ny w fe Vindy vas t here
t hrough t he day, of fering to house student s who nay be
stranded. Fortunately, all vere abletoget hone. RAit today
everyone i s hone. The sense of urgency renai ns but al so a sense
of stillness. Thereiseverythingtodoandnothingtodo. | read
t he paper, and | earn nore about t he bui | di ngs and howt hey vere
danaged. Hrst reports saidthey col | apsed after an expl osi on at
t he base, but nowthat has been di snissed. The danage of t he
collisionsvas al that vas requred

Ortheteevisionlast night andtoday, politicians are
beginningtorevuptheir rhetoric, thetoo faniliar phrases and
cadences of pover and | everage al ready audi bl e i n t hei r
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conments. | cannot |istentothem and turn down t he sound
when they sing Gd B ess Arerica onthe Gpitol X eps.

I find nysel f uneasy wththe patriotic enphasis. | know
that that inthe cockpits of the pl anes the hijackers sai d Al ahu
Akhbar as they drove thei r hunan | oaded missil es into t he
undef ended tovers. tbwdifferent isit to sing and vave? Acts
cormitted for a hi gher cause al vays have i n t hemt he pot ent i al
for evil. Wiere does one cross thelinethat separates def ense
fromassaul t, resol ve and revenge, righteous i ndi gnation fromsel f-
ri ght eous zeal ?

Thoughit isonly arunor, ny wfe has heardthat at a
local publicschool alittleMislimgirl inaheadscarf vas revil ed
by ot her parents coning to claimtheir children. Hbwdoes t hat
differ fromthe hat red of t hose who kil | ed t housands? After a
day of hot cl ear anger | ambegi nni ng to thi nk about t hat anger.
I's anyone el se? Not thi nk about howto apply it, howto useit,
but about its neani ng.

Inny enail are nany nessages: fromcol | eagues i n
service, fromfriends askingif we are ok, fromcongregations
askingtohel p, evend start co-religioni sts send nglove and care.
Ther e ar e al so touchi ng request s and conment s fromny
pari shi oners, perhaps unabl e t o t el ephone or unabl e t o speak
W t hout | osi ng conposure, aski ng ne prof ound questions. Mny
areinresponsetoaletter | sent the aay before, thefirst day’s
account. Thedepthof their circunstancesisstriking. Thisis
what | amheretodo. | amglad, but al sofeel afatigue, anental
andenotional andspiritual fatigue as the vei ght of these soul s |
care about becones apparent to ne.

Innyofficel phone acol | eague, ol der Presbyterian
pastor, andas | vait for hisreturncall he aopears inny offi ce.
He vas st uck upst at e yest erday, and coul d onl y get as far as a
relativeinNewdersey. | ask vhere heisfindingstrength, asl am
fedlingthefatigue deepl y today. Hetellsneof arrivingat his
daught er’ s house | ast ni ght and bei ng envel oped by hi s grandson
and pl ayi ng with hi mand sl eeping in his roomwthhim M
youngest isalittleo der andnore frightened MW wfeandl are
working to renai n confident for hi mand even our 17 year ol d.
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Ve chat about alarger interfaith service onthat sane
pronenade Qunday afternoon. V¥ agree it’s a good i dea and
begintovork onit. | amconvinced that we nust showa naj or
interfaitheffort here, where we have no I ess t han 2 nosques, 3
synagogues, Geek, Mironite, 2 Gatholic and 7 Prot est ant
cormunities. Astheleast potent partner, | amnost eager to
vork col | aboratively. This nay occupy nost of ny day.

But therearestill nenbers andfriends to be found. |
retrieve a nessage fromt he vonan who vas so di st raught by
seeingthe building fall. She asks about a one-tine nenber
whose phone nunber she does not know | haveit, call and find
she and her fiancé vell. | amgladto | eave a happy nessage on
the first vonan’s nachi ne. A nan who vwas downt own and fl ed
thedestructionisintheofficetoday. Histellingus about vhat
he saw It occurs to ne that perhaps ve ought to set asi de sone
tinetolet peopl e sharetheir stories, especially wth ot hers who
vereinthe sane pl ace. And not just our own. So | set up a
time after vorshi p on the coning Qunday to al | owpeopl e to
cone t oget her and share.

M in house col | eague arrives. It is goodto have
soneone | amnot the boss of. Suddenl y, with no direct reason,
| amveepi ng. | apol ogi ze, bei ng nal e | suppose, and know ng i t
isnyleast lovel y face. The vei ght of need and | oss and
uncertainty has penetrated. | voul drather bein Kansas, Toto.

Peopl e seemt o be respondi ng i n one of two general vays.
The najority vant to do sonething. Thereis thus afrenzy of
activity, but only occasional |y connectedtoreality. PReodl e vant
togive bl ood, sendfood, collect noney but wheretogiveit and
send it seens to change al nost hourly. | cannot find reputabl e
infornation, as phones arenot reliable. Bit | have peopl e aski ng
ustotell them Bythetine we findout the need has passed or
theinfornationis out of date. Two vioren vant to cone and
nake sandw ches and send t hemy but t he per son who was goi ng
tofindout its at lunch. He does not returnafter and so |l do not
knowwhat he found out. the vonen vanted to do sonet hi ng
this afternoon, but it’'s nownearly 2: 00 and | have no oneto
findthesethings out.

The ot her sort, nysel f i ncl uded, are assaul t ed by t hought s
that von't cone clear. Sowvetendtowvant tothink, ponder, to
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findour vay. This nakes ne vel | suitedto professional mnistry
ingeneral, but | feel agrow ng and shanef ul sense of i nadequacy
and | cannot focus ontasks. nnornal days | cannot keep al |
theballsintheair, and nowthere are pl ates and bal | s and kni ves
and fl aning t orches to j uggl e.

| find ny energies drai ni ng anay so rapi dl y that ny
instinct istowthdraw Perhaps t hose who have sonet hi ng, a
particul ar focusedthing, endure better as they can put everythi ng
out of their ninds and do that. but even nowl amavare of the
nevisl etter that needs to be publ i shed, the reception! needto
post pone, the sernon that nust be witten.

Inthemddleof it all | haveto pl anfor Qunday, which
whilefar fromthe practical hel p peopl e need, is still inportant.
| realizethat dependabilityisexact!ywat’smssinginlife and
gaining that, evenintherhythmof the week and habits of the
heart (tocoinaphrase) is part of vwhat gi ves strength.

I vas not to preach thi s veek, but that has changed. And
what to say? | choose a phrase fromDyl an Thonas as ny titl e:
“Rage, Rage, Agai nst the Dying of the Light.”
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Thur sday, Sept enber 13, 2001

Date: Thu, 13 Sep 2001 10: 50: 02 - 0400
Fred-

Thanks for sendi ng a copy of your words re Tuesday. R ght on.
Wat atine. | amtruly gladthat you are t here!

Don ( MEKi nney)

13 Sept enber 2001

WI1 there be aMislimclericinoneor nore of the services you
are hol ding? | have friends who are Misl i mand respect the
faith. | knowthat this attackis not about bei ng Misl i mand
woul d i ke to knowwhat | candoto hel pexpress salidarity wth
those of the Musl i mfaith and recogni ze our fel |l owAngri cans
who are Musl i ns as fel | owAneri can who bel i eve i n Areri ca and
don't believeintheseacts. | thinkit isinportant for peopleto
knowat thistinethat anattack on Avericaisanattack onall of
wd dl faths.

Mchael (D D Wiite)

13 Sep 2001

Got an announcerent over the intercom “ATTENTION There
isnocausefor alarminthis building. The snoke that peopl e
seemt o see coning fromthe MGawH |1 Building [next door]
isactua lythe exhaust fanfromarestaurant.” Sone of us are

ki nd of junpy, | guess. Mg, |’ mfairly drai ned by now and ready
for alongnap. | don't supposethereareclosingcreditstothis...

Ti m( Bar ger)
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13 Sep 2001

Thank you for your words—ef w sdomand honesty. They
brought tears tony eyes, whichisjust what | needed.

Regards to you and your family, Fank (Marchese)

Thu, 13 Sep 2001

| just nade alist of peopl e whoml knowwho worked inthe
WCand checked it agai nst thelist of survivors postedonthe
Internet. Twonanes that | didnot seeonthe survivors list were
Karen (I do not knowwhet her she worked inthe WC but her
firmhad alarge officethere) and Aice. | renenier that you
sai d on Tuesday eveni ng that as far as you knewno one fromour
congregati onwas mssing. Heaselet ne know

Al en (Kone)

13 Sep 2001

Thetragic events of this past week, particularlyinNewYork Gty,
have caused us t o speak of you several tines, and | o and behal d,
an e-nai | address appears on our conput er s t oday!

| will bebrief for this nessage, as|'msurethat you are
overwhel ned wi th t he wor k of provi di ng support to your
congregationand the conmunity at large duringthis disaster.
Qur hearts goout toall of you. V¢ hopethat you and your
boys are safe, feeling stronginyour nissiontoconfiort, and abl e
to neet the needs of your coormunity. |f thereis any way t hat
we can be of servicetoyou..pl ease |l et us know

I ook forwardtowriting agai n soon, feeling overwhel ned
by the nature of these troubl es and yet cal ned by t he know edge
that youarethere, |'msure, at work inthetrenches, providing
I oving support toall inneed.

& send bi g hugs to you. Take care.
Wth Love, Mary (Castro Aten, Newt on Massachusett s)
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Thu, 13 Sep 2001

Intheseterribl etines, your words give sweet sol ace. M |ove
and thoughts are wth you and al I ny Ny friends.

Angel a (Smth, Austin Texas)

13 Sep 2001

Fred... what aweek. | read your letter at one of our m dweek
servi ces. Miy read a section of this one on Sunday. Wat a
terribleterribleweek. Found a good poemby Kunin for sunday.
Sone good ver ses fromEkah, Lanentations. And a sel ecti on
fromMbhammed' s | ast sernon that wll hel p. Wew

B essi ngs on your work at the front. BEventhose of us here
inQhionostly knowpeopl e or at | east peoplewho arerelatedto
peoplewhodiedinthat building. Qur altar wll have pictures on
Qunday fest ooning across it, of the dead or presuned dead.

Love, Mark (Bell etini, colleaguein Gl unibus Chi 0)
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Thur sday Eveni ng O spat ch

[To our friends across the US| Thanks so very much for t he
good cheer and of fer of support. ..If it’'s any consol ationto you
all, veareabout as hel pl ess as youfeel. Gttinginandout [of
thecity] isvirtually useless. Thereare police stationed outsi de
synagogues and | suppose nosques. Miny streets are cl osed to
traffic. Twceinthelast two days ve have been asked to cl ear
streets for fear of abonb (nei ther of which provedtrue), the
nost recent right outsideny office. Things arestill very narrowy
focused on survival and safety. Not that we sense any danger
particuarly, but thecityisverytenseabout it.

Fresh snoke rose this norning as one of thelatent fires
canetolife It didnot last long but thereis still sonething
onminous about it. Even so, thereis cal m Reopl e who cannot or
need not gotowvork, don't. Miny vant to help, but thereislittle
todo, as the needs are bei ng net for the present. Keep an eye
and ear open next week, when the dreary work of shovel ing t he
bodi es becones nore routine and the nation sl owy turns to
livingagain, asit shou d

Bt thisiswhenthe msery wll beginto eat avay. Bven
now | feel ny stress coning out as i npatience and i npert i nence.
Miybe | amdi fferent, but it seens ot hers are short tenpered as
vell. Fownach of thisis rageturnedimvard hel pl essness flailing
about, fear wthnoplacetoput it?

Swke continues torise, as snol dering fires continueto
burn, evenflaring up. Afreshfire sent newbl ack snoke i nto t he
sky before 9, though t here was no news of anything dire. The
cloudtrails up al ong Minhat tan fromsout h t o nort h si nce a
varmfront sent in southerly breezes early Viédnesday. Thi s
norni ng the aut horiti es were chasi ng soneone fromNew Jer sey
intoZatenlsland essentiallylockingtheislandup (easy bei ngan
island | suppose).

Herein B ookl yn Hei ght s we, i ke everyone el se, are still
counting the mssing. Inourinterfaith comunity we have found
but fewwho have peri shed so far. The greatest | 0oss has been
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eight firefighters fromour nei ghborhood station, whi ch vas

anong the first onthe scene after the expl osi ons and t hus anong
those i nthe bui | di ngs when t hey col | apsed. Anot her station a few
bl ocks avay al so | ost several that first day.

Several inny congregationwtnessedit all, seeingthe
airplanes hit the bui l dings, watchingthetovers coll apse. Mre
than hal f a dozen work i n t he conpl ex, but ow ng to pure | uck
andit being prinary el ection day, those nost |ikelyto have been
kil l ed vere not t here when t he cat ast rophe struck. Thi s norni ng
thelist of the mssing vwas about 3, 700. By afternoonthe
nunber vas 4, 700.

| ambusy organi zing aninterfai th servi ce for t hose who
died, tobe heldonthe pronenade, along wde cliff val kthat
opens to | over Mainhattan. You have al | beentherein fil mor TV,
I't’s the viewof the Brookl yn Bri dge and wi t h downt own, and t he
twntowers. Thi s has been a pl ace wher e peopl e have
congregat ed t hese past twvo days. They vant to see vhat is
missing, totakeit in, totake photos, to be sonewhere. Aong
wththat, though, cones the rubber-necking el enent that is
sinply curiosity. Wth so nany peopl e st uck here and unabl e t o
vork, ve have a perpet ual surmer crowd, | eaving pi zza crusts
and French-fries onthe street. The restaurants are doi ng i rmense
anount s of busi ness.

Lifeisonhdd likeahdiday, but | sense arest!essnessto
resunelifeasvell. Thereisacertaincaptivity we are begi nni ng
tofeel: physical tobesure, unabletoleave; but al so enotional ,
as t hese event s have overvwhel med ever yt hi ng and t aken our | i ves
out of their patterns and rhyt hns;, we shall be gl ad when ve can
pl an t he aay agai n.

htobeabletodeal wththe hangnails of |ifeinstead.
R ght nowt he tvo peopl e deal i ng wi t h cancer are on t he
periphery, as arethetwns borninthecity on Fiday and unabl e
t o cone horne yet. A wonan reninded ne on t he phone t hat
the nargi nal and negl ect ed, such as t he honel ess and si ngl e
elderly, are evenless visibleright nowand even nore vul nerabl e.

Events ecl i pse the snal | er but no | ess nonent ous
nonent s of indiviadual lives. | feel sorrowfor those who di ed
Tuesday i n hospi t al s and nur si ng hones, and t hose who peri sh
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this veek for | ess dranat i c reasons but vwhose famlies are nol ess
bereft.

Pegpl e say that this reminds you of what is really
inportant, andit does. Bit shoul d not everyone have t he | uxury
of vorrying about their own | ives? To be bori ng and pedestri an
nay be the greatest gift veenjoy. Soenjoyit, and have anot her
boring day on us. The sunis warmand the wndis svweet. The
pl ayground, with a viewof | oner Minhattan and i ts snol deri ng
sad skyline, vas full of children yesterday. They pl ayed and
| aughed.

Adalittlechldshall | ead

W F. Woden
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Friday, Septenber 14, 2001

Sept 14 2001

It’sbeenahel | of aweek. Kathleenandthe kids finally got
down to the Jersey shore, and |’ mj oi ni ng t hemt onor r ow

Ve just put out our special crisisedition, asny newspapers cover
ground zeroof theattacks. Followngistheeditoria just witten
for our editiontonorrow | includeanother articlethat | wote
earlier today after trai psi ng around the war zone for four hoursin
the niddl e of the night. (See what | do when Kathl een’ s not in
town!)

dci, Noah and KK ar e happy and saf e, but want t o cone back
home. Hope everythingiswell. Keepupthe creative fernent!

John (Sutter, editor, the M Ilager, NYQ
Editorial, The M 11 ager, Septenber 14, 2001
Qut of destruction NewYorkers pul | together to survive

It all seens unreal. Abad dream a horrific nightnare. Hw
coul d sonet hi ng |i ke this happen, and i n NewYork? Junfo j et s
hurtlingout of thesky at | owal titude, piloted by hijacker
terrorists, slaminginto Lower Minhattan' s Vérl d Trade Cent er.

Vs it an acci dent, we wondered at first. V& got queasy
| ooki ng at t he huge gapi ng bl ack whol e i n Tower 1. But when t he
second jet hit and we sawthe orange firebal |, we knewin our gut
vwhat it was: aterrorist attack thelikes of which coul donly be
i magi ned i n sone suspense novel or di saster novie.

As peopl e j unped fromthe top of Tower 1, as Tower 2
di si ntegratedin a nushroomcl oud of dust, as Tower 1 wobbl ed
and went down i n a heap, there was screaning, pani ¢, confusi on
and terror. The Hudson Park bi keway/ wal kway, usual | y t he scene
of jogging and rol | er-skating, becane an escape way for
t housands fl eei ng t he danger. The thi ng nany of us had fearedin
t he back of our ninds had becone areality; aterrorist attack on
NewYork dty. But, sonehow we never coul d have i nagi ned it
thisbed
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As the Towers conti nued t o snol der and snal | er but still
huge bui I di ngs buckl ed or caught fire, sone conrmented on the
strange sense of calm al nost | ack of enoti on nany seened to
exude. Wiy wasn’'t t here nore anger, they wondered. Perhaps
it's because only afewdays after theworst terror attackinUS
historyandinworldhistory, it nay not have fully sunk inyet.
It'sstill toosurrea - thewordeveryone usestodescribeit.

The huge cl oud of snoke vi si bl e for ml es hung over
Downt own as t he bur ni ng went on and on. Wiile the direct hit
was on the Trade CGenter, the rest of Lower Manhattan coul d have
just aswvell beenthetarget. Gt enay H aza suf f ered physi cal
danage and was evacuat ed. Battery Park 4ty was evacuat ed.
| ndependence A aza was partly evacuat ed. Tribeca resi dents were
sinplyleft reding

Near by school s wer e cl osed over safety fears and because
of theair quality. Downtown was awar zone.

But out of the destruction, there’ s beennuchtoinspire.
Fre  and forenost has been the brave rescue efforts of our
local firefighters and police officers. Miny Dowitownfire
conpani es i nthe first response wave are nissi ng. Though chances
seemslim there’ sstill hopethey' Il befound. They are heroes
whogavetheir livesinaneffort to save others. Deserving
i mense credit, Miyor Guliani has beenstronginhandingthis

aw ul tragedy.

And ordi nary New Yor kers have pul | ed t oget her. There
were vigilsinWashi ngton 3. and Lhi on S. Peopl e vol unt eered
w thout thinkingtwce: offeringto give blood, givingfoodand
clothes or hel ping out i nany other way needed. Infact, there
was such an out pouring that there were actual |y t oo nany
vol unteers. Sickingtogether will hel p us overconethis.

New Yor k —and Ameri ca —was vi ol at ed Tuesday
norning, andinaway, we'll never bethe sane. But |ike they say,
“Oly inNewYork.” The Miyor has saidthat wew |l rebuild
and cone back stronger. H'sright. It nay take us anhileto
findour footing, but don't bet agai nst us comng back st ronger.

Feature Article: “Intothe Rubble, Sept. 13, mdnight to4a m”
By John W Sutter
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| foll oned the nidnight shift last night of agroup of
sear ch and rescue vol unt eers, narchi ng down the Vst S de
H ghway, past the Enbassy Quites Hitel (enpty, dirty, but no
broken gl ass) toour first stop, ahugelit areacontai ning severa
hundred workers at Vesey S. and 9A  The nud was t hi ck, and
“nucl ear fallout” debris hal f afoot deep everywhere. Gane
operators and wel ders were craw i ng over the North Bri dge t hat
previ ousl y spanned Rout e 9A connecting the U S Gourt house
and Vérl d Trade Genter north tower with the Vérl d F nanci al
Genter’s Wnter Garden. North Bridge was downoniits side,
twstedandrolled over, bl ockingtheentireroad. It was bei ng
cut, and di snant | ed.

The wi ndows of the 3 WF. C bui | di ng faci ng east were
out. Teans of worker ants were headi ng east on Vesey ., into
the heart of the snmoki ng carcass of WT.C North Tower, Tower
1. | passedthe restaurants onthe ground fl oor of the Enbassy
Qiites Hotel, dark, filthy, closed. Vel ki ngtowardthe water on
\esey, | encounteredyet ahigher | evel of palicesecurity and
barricades. Thewordisthat Miyor Guliani’s newbunker isin
S uyvesant H gh School .

The noveabl e norgue i s on Vesey S., alargerefrigerator
truck wher e bodi es, al ready bagged i nthi ck orange pl asti c bags,
arereceived Hvewerepiledinsideat 1am Therewere
barri cades around the truck, a palice presence, and severa health
vorkersinnedical protectionoutfits. Therewere other |ike
trucks parked furt her east on \esey .

V¢ wval ked i nto t he Aneri can Express bui | di ng, where
rescue support efforts were stretched out everywhere. Ten
vworkers were asleeponcotsinanareal abel ed “rest area.” Tabl es
ver e heaped w t h sandw ches, bottled water, cl ean gl oves and
nasks. Despitethe extraordi nary nunber of relief, police, fire,
rescue, crine, construction, healthoutfits and agenci es
intermngl ed, thefoodis for anyone and everyone who' s hungry.

The wal k t hrough t he Wnt er Garden recal | ed not hi ng of
the dozens of tines |’ ve hungout therewthny kids. Thisting,
nolights, nostage —eventhetrees seened tw sted. But the
huge gl ass atriumvas i ntact, ahugerelief, al though not
confiortingtowal k under. | sped up, wal ki ngw th a group of
firenen past the stores —one of whose doors was open —and
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out into South End Ave. Afewfeet beyond t he bl ue Roy
Lichtenstei n netal scul pture, near the park weretwo crushed fire
ener gency vehi cl es, towed there after the col | apse. Next tothem
was a huge Uhcl e Ben' s hot di nner truck, w th a young wonan
who caught ny attention, saying, “hungry?” Giteway H aza was
infar worse shape that | had thought. Its easternw ndows were
out. South BEnd Ave. was a nuddy construction thoroughfare. |
sadtonyself, ny, it’sgoingtobesonetinebefore Battery Park
Aty residents get hone.

| wal ked | eft on Li berty, down towards the hi ghway where
anot her huge anphi t heat er of acti on was underway under bri ght
l'ightingwth construction nachi nery, huge fl atbed trucks, and
over 400 wor kers, 300 of whi ch were standi ng around at any
givennonent. | had heard it saidthat there were naybe t oo
nany nonessenti al rescue workers at this stage of danger andit
sure | ooked that way to ne.

The Sout h Bridge was i ntact, al though al | w ndows were
bl ownout. The WT.C Marriott was standi ng, but was a
bl ackened hul k, cl early unredeenabl e. 1t was still snol deringwth
an occasi onal fl ane bursting fromthe top. Looning five stories
over the Marriott was the carcass of apart of 2WT.C, the
South Tower, eerily aglowinthefloodlights, dust and snoke. |t
was obvi ousl y unstabl e, but theworkerssaidthat if it fell it would
probabl y fal | east, away fromthe workers underneath. Let’s hope
So}

Inthiscorner of therelief effort constructi on equi pnent
was novi ng everywhere i n extraordi nary cl ose proxi mty to
hoards of saf ety workers. Everywhere you wal ked you had t o do
a conpl et e 360 t urn because back- up beeps wer e coning at you
fromusual |y nore than one directi on. Wth so nany agenci es
clearlynoonevasinacentralized positionof control.

Infront and on the side of the Mrriott were heaps of
rubbl e stories high. Afewworkers weretyingthe wite steel
outside girders of thefallentowers and hoi stingthemonto
flatbeds. Infront, bobcats were scoopi ng up rubbl e, and
depositingit at thefoot of fiveor sixfirenenwthrakes. The
firenenwoul d then rake the stuff searching for body parts or
other artifacts. Sonmeone stood by w ththe ormi present body
bag. ADQT. worker told ne that fromllp.m to2:15a m
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13 bodieswere pulledout inthis area. BEveryone' s unsai d but
deepest yearni ng —t o fi nd soneone al i ve —was not real i zed | ast
night at Li berty and Route 9A

h the way hone | had t o check out Borders Bookst ore,
toseeif it vasstill standing. M five-year-al d daughter | oves
Bor ders, where she has gone for a hundred Tuesday story ti nes.
ToQci, we' vepresentedthiswholetragedy asthebigfirethat
thefirefightersfinally put out. But she hearslaots of things and
cansnel | our thoughts, alongwththeacridair. For her the
tragedy final Iy hit hone when she asked i f Borders was st andi ng.
| said| thought it had cone down, and that’s when she broke.
“No Daddy, no!” she cried. “l sawBorders through the snoke,
andit’sstill there.” 1 hadtosee.

It was along hiketocircunvent thefallen7WT.C, and
ny eyes and | ungs were aching. Wen | finally rounded t he
corner at Broadvay and \Vesey, ny spiritstook flight. Thereit
was, Borders, still standingd Shewasright. Thenl | ooked at the
charred stories ontop of Borders, clearly burnt tohell. The
whol e struct ure woul d probabl y have t o be razed.

Fri, 14 Sep 2001 06: 06: 48 +0000
Dear friends and fanly,

| have gotten nany requests for astatus report. . .thanks for your
concern, and hereit is.

| anfine. M girifriendByseand! liveinthe Vést
Mllage bel owldth street and arethus inthe secti on of NYCt hat
isstill closedtoall but residents. 1&1/2 bl ocks avay is &
Mncent’s Hospital whichisthecity s prinary nedi cal center
receivingvicting...at hei ghtenedread ness but tragically,
heart breaki ngl y i necti ve.

| traveled, for thefirst tinetoday, above 14thstreet to
t he upper west si de and knewl’ d | anded i n anot her zone entirely.
Aneveryday jovial ity and a usual | ooseness were easi |y evi dent as
soonas |'dexitedthe subway. .. attitudes that are not seen down
inour neighborhood right now It relievedneinasnall wayto
find nysel f surrounded by rel ative nornal cy, but it al so
concerned ne. | don't nean to suggest that bel owl14th street
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we are hangi ng our heads i n a constant state of nourning. n
thecontrary, thereislife thereisakbrightenedfriend iness,
thereis acontag ous positivity andanactive hope...but thereis
none of the backsl appi ng | aughter, no gi ddy | eaps of joy, no
purringloversoblivioustotheir surroundings...all of wiichl did
see uptown and al | whi ch woul d seemgr ossl y i nappropri at e
downt own.

And, yeah, | joinedinbytheendof nydinnertinevisit.
It felt gopodtolet gofor abit. But | just thought that it was
worthrel ating, as soneone who' s nowspent ti ne on bot h si des
of theline, that for those of uslivingcloseenoughthat the
bur ni ng bui | di ngs and t he snoke and t he ener gency readi ness are
actual and not just TVinages, thephysica reaity of thesetragic
occurrences i s still unfol ding and very nuchwth us.

Not tosay don't liveandlaughandlove...sinply a
nessage to urge gratitude and a conti nued awar eness of the
nonent to nonent sobriety of spirit that occupi es the streets of
[ oner Manhatt an.

F ease renenier prayer, each in hi s own way.
Toall of us, Jeb (Bown)

14 Sep 2001

Sra
Aeaseforvardthistoyour list of REparents.
Thanks, k(ay A er-Mi da)

“DCear friends:

“\ have recei ved nany request s for i nfornati on about
howtota ktochildrenabout theterribl e events of the
past fewdays. The Child Wtness to M ol ence Proj ect has
devel oped t he at t ached gui del i nes as a way t o provi de
gui dance for sone of those questi ons.
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“Vé hope they are useful . H ease feel freeto pass them
al ong or use theminany way that fits your needs.

“Betsy MA i ster Goves

Chi | d Wt ness to M ol ence Prgj ect
Bost on, MA 02140

617-414- 4244

“Tal ki ng w th Young Chi | dren about the Terrorist Atacks

“The event s of the past days are overwhel ning and

i nconprehensibl e for all. Parents have faced the

addi tional task of decidingwhat totell their childrenand
howto tell theminaway that provides t he necessary
infornationbut isnot tooscary for them Thisis not easy
because we as adul ts do not have al | the answers, and
nany of us are frightened and worriedabout thisterrible
dsste.

“Vé at Boston Medi cal Genter’s Child Wtness to

M ol ence Proj ect have recei ved nany questi ons about t he
best ways total ktochildren about these events and we
have put together thisinfornationinorder togive parents
such gui dance. These gui del i nes ar e f ocused on chi | dren
ei ght and younger, al t hough nany of the principl es appl y
to ol der children. They cone fromour experience

wor ki ng wi t h young chi | dren who w t ness communi ty and
donesti ¢ vi ol ence and fromour under st andi ng of child
devel opnent. 1 nour work, we have | earned a great deal
about howyoung chi | dren thi nk about vi ol ence and how
we, as adults can hel pthemcope wththe fears and

anxi etiesthat oftencone as aresult of exposureto
traunatic vi o ence.

“Your rel ationshipwthyour childas aparent or caregi ver
isthenost i nportant i ngredi ent of hel pthat you provi de.
Your abilitytohear your child sworries, toaccept them
and to provide confiort i s the foundation of any

di scussi on about a scary event. |f you as a parent or
caregi ver are abl e t o keep t he comrmuni cat i on open and
be avai | abl e for your child, you have | ai dthe foundation
for provi di ngthe best support possi bl e.



“It isinportant torenenber that young chil dren

conmuni cat e thei r thoughts and worri es i n nore ways
than by verbal expressi on. Chil dren nay drawpi ctures or
usedranatic play or storytellingtotell ustheir thoughts.
V& can hel p by naki ng sure that children are gi ven

nul ti pl e ways t o conmuni cate and that we are sensitiveto
readi ng cues fromt hese di fferent expressi ons.

“Al famliesaredifferent. Famlies copewthstressin
nany ways, usingstrengths that are drawnfromreligious
o spiritud beliefs, traditionsandre ationships. Thereis
no set reci pe of words to use...

Fri, 14 Sep 2001 13: 42: 35 +0000 ( GMI)
Fred,

Afriend pushed a book of philosophy on ne thi s past weekend,
and | keep coning back tothisquoteinit: “Gadual ly, nan has
becone afantastic aninal that hastoful fill one nore condition
of exi stence than any other aninal : nan/has/ tobelieve, to
know fromtinetotine/why/ he exists; hisrace cannot flourish
wthout aperiodictrust inlifewithout faithin/reasoninlife/.
And agai n and agai n the hunan race wi Il decree fromtineto
tine ‘Thereissonethingat whichit isabsolutelyforbiddento
laugh.’” —N et zche

Ater thistragedy, | think one of the wei ghts on everyone
i s ot just what ever way this act has touched them but the
wei ght of expectation of howone shoul d | ook and act inthe face
of such tragedy. | cannot goto the pl ayground by t he Pronenade
and hang upsi de down at thistinge, evenif that night nake nore
of adifference, becausethat feelslikeanunholy act at thistine.
Wiat do you do when you’ re wal ki ng down t he street in your
nei ghbor hood and you’ re wal ki ng on the ash? It’ s on your car,
it’sinyour throat andinyour eyes—a bl ack bapti sm Not hi ng
you do feel s appropriate. Andthat’s naddening. Theterrorists
did not just change t he tangi bl e aspects of NewYork everyday
l'i fe-the skyline, the subway schedul e, the lives erased-but they
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have i n sone sense poi soned every act here, by redefini ng
hal i ness and unhal i ness t hensel ves.

BEvery body or severed |inb depositedinto one of those
30, 000 bags becones anot her reasonto feel forcedinward. For
you are forbi ddento | augh at such | oss, whi ch becones | i ke a
short-termgod, afire-and-snoke god, wth various rul es about
howyou can say hi s nane, and whet her you can | ook i n hi s face,
and what’ s a cl ean t hought i n hi s presence and what ' s bl aspheny.

He even—and t hi s ni ggl es ne how-says you shoul dn’ t
witeor talkabout it, becauseit snacks of sel f-inportance, silly
sel f-i npressi ng word ganes, andthere’ s always agreater | oss j ust
down the street that shoul d use the words i nstead. M tongue’ s
t aken away fromne enough al r eady.

V¢ have al t oget her t oo many gods anyway. |In the nane
of one, sonefoolsdidthis. Inthe nane of another, other fool s
threaten t o bonb nosques, and wi | | do who knows what el se.
Many gods, nany fool s.

Lifedoesgoon, andnust infact, tostea alittlebit of
their victory. Bt it’sfoolishtothinkit canbethe sane. M wfe
and | just last night vent toseeanovietojust get anay fromthe
tel evision, yet as we wal ked back (tw ntowers nolonger the only
slice of Manhattan vi si bl e fromour nei ghborhood), tal k turned
toif weshoul dkeeptryingtohave children, or just to adopt.
That ' s howshaken ny w f e was af ter seeingthe crash, and | was
after she di sappearedinto the subways and streets for two hours
aftervard

It reminds ne of those days and t hen weeks and nont hs
after Jennifer | eft, | ooki ng around i nsi de wth a senset hat
sonet hi ng that was t here bef ore was gone. That tiny act of
intinate violencetook anay ny illusions of romanticism whichin
the endwas agoodthing, for it | et ne see well enoughto
glinpse afewof ny nistakes, and finally see ny wife. And now
thislarger act of public viol encetakes nyillusions of Gd-so
t enuous bef ore anyway, |ike a borrowed shirt. Miybe al so,
utinately, for thebest, but they, too, are nissed.

| can't evenbe angry. O evensad. | don't real |y know
anything, but | thinkwhat | have experiencedinny short life
tellsnethis: grief and depressi on are never about t oo nuch
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enotion, thoughwththetears and how i ng songti nes it seens
that way. They' re about toolittle. So nuch was taken from
ever yone.

—kyl e downey

Fri, 14 Sep 2001

Your words, as usual, are poignant and reveal ing. You provide a
uni que w ndowon t he hunan experi ence i n general , and
specificalyhere, atragic event of “var.”

& cannot i nagi ne t he cat astrophe you al | have
experienced up there. But, |ike Anericans who once wer e snug
intheir security and | uxury, we are reminded of our hunanity,
our vul nerabi lity, and of our interconnectednessingl obal affairs.

¢ nust pause today to renmenber al | victins of viol ence
inthis“war” - afour-year-o dinfant Palestiniangirl shot dead by
Aneri can weaponry i n Pal estine; ateenager killedby abonbina
Tel Aviv nightspot; and those workers inthe Vrld Trade Cent er
killedby airpl ane bonbers. Eachof thesecivilians, asuntol d
othersinthehistory of war, havefoundtheir nortalityinthe
broader context of political struggle. |/Véwoul dbereniss
today i f we did not incl ude t he hundreds of t housands of
Japanese ci vi | i ans who wer e dest royed by Aneri can nucl ear
bontos i n 1948: the first true nucl ear hol ocaust. For any of
thesecivilians, it wvas not their choice. | wonder if the ends
justifiedthe neans.

Keep up t he good wor k.
Marc Mirr (Austin, TX)

Fri, 14 Sep 2001
Dear Fed,

Thanks so nuch for your narratives and for your nministry there. |
was in DConthe hill when the buil di ngs were evacuat ed on
Tuesday, so had the snal | est touch of personal fear asthe

bui | di ng occupants di spersed. | don't needtotell youthat this
tragedy wll bewthus for nonths, nor that the nati onal response
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isverylikelytoraiseother issuesfor us. The need for ministry
wll beintense

Bessings, BIl (9 nkford, President of the UK Boston, MY

Fri, 14 Sep 2001 11: 03: 34 - 0400

| keep renenberi ng wonder ful t houghts about ny visits to WC
. sitting by the fountai n on hot sunmer days eating | unch
bought fromthe farners narket ... goingtothe 110th floor to
see the nagni ficent view... celebratingthe end of tax season
w th the accountants | worked for at Wndows onthe VWrlid ...
and a di nner wth afriend who was a conci erge t here around 20
years ago. Mbst nenorabl e right nowis Philippe Petit. He had
strung a cabl e across t he two bui | di ngs and di d what he does best
... tightropewal king. | cant seemto finda photograph of this on
t he net t hough.

Anyone have a pi cture of this? | woul dloveto pass this around.
Adel e Fol ey

Fri, 14 Sep 2001
Dear Fred:

| have never had t he pl easure of neeting youin person, but have
“met you” viaenail, thanks to 2 pi eces youwote that were
forwarded to ne by our mut ual friend Al fred Kohl er, the

resi dent phil osopher of Brookl yn Heights. | readwthinterest
your renenbprances of Robert J. Lurtsema, who | net as afel | ow
fan of the Revel s, and your recent prof ound correspondence
about what happened on Tuesday (whi ch | forwarded to cl ergy
and friends). | appreciated your viewfromthe Heights —five
mnutes fromvel | Sreet as Bob S de, aforner Heights Press

col ummi st usedtowiteinhis colum of the sane nane. (Bob
was a |l eader inthe Hei ghts peace novenent, he di ed of a heart
attackinthe pool at the . Gorge Health QG ub nearly 2
decades ago.) | knowRabbi Potasni k, sawhi mon Mbnt ague
Sreet vhen| visitedthis past June, we introduced our young
sons to each ot her.
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I livedinthe Heights for nore t han a decade, then noved to
Missachusetts after narrying afel | owfromDanvers i n Gt ober
1991. (You and | seemto have passed each ot her w th regi onal
noves.) | was an active nenbber of . Aanandthe Holy Trinity
parishwen B |l Persell was Rector (beforethe naj or conflicts
ensued); livedright aroundthe corner fromyour parish on
Henry Sreet (across the street fromthe naj or Hei ghts | andnark,
the D agostino’' s!) | amdevast at ed by what has happened, but
confiorted by the good w I | and speedy response of citizens
worl dw de. | amespecially confiorted to hear fromyou what is
happeni ng i n ny bel oved Brookl yn. (I still feel norelike a
Brookl yni te than a NewEngl ander, eventhough | grewupin
New Jer sey. )

Thank you for your beautiful words, bothwitten and
spoken, that of fer the |l eadershi p and confiort we al | need now
nore thanever. | amsigning off, listeningto NRreplayingthe
changi ng of the Guard i n London yest erday, weepi ng as | hear
the so-novi ng strai ns of our national ant hembei ng pl ayed by t he
British. P ease knowthat ny thoughts and prayers arewthall of
you. | wil besuretoconetoaserviceandsay hellonext tine
ny littlered-head Gineron and | areinthe Heights.

Peace, Deborah (Gardner Vél ker, Go- Gonvener, North
Shor e Deanery, Epi scopal O ocese of Missachusett s)

Date: Thu, 13 Sep 2001 13:02: 39 EDT
Fred: thank you. M |ove and prayers arewthyouall.
ShalomS | via (Behrend, colleaguein Salt Lake Gty)

Fri, 14 Sep 2001

Dear Fred: NewYorkersingeneral and youinparticul ar are
constantly inour thoughts. Thanks for keepi ng us inforned wth
your front seat, if not front-line, reports. Intruthal NewYorkers
arefront-liners, whether or not you are actually inthe i nmedi ate
disaster site. Véare“holdingyouinthelight,” as our Quaker
friends say. | hopethat the pastor and his fanily are findi ng sone
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Re8Rfromtine-to-tine, and sone pastoral care. The nagnit ude
of thisbrutal butchery wll consune you, too, if you do not find
tines and ways to get away fromit enotional | y.

.Nan joi ns ne i n sendi ng our | ove and our concernto
you and yours. | knowthis is an enornous chal | enge to hel p your
sons conetoterns wth the devastati on and the i nsecurity and
neaningl esslyit bringsintother |ives.

Wth our | ove,
Jim(&Nan Hobart, col | eagues i n Chi cago)

Date: Fri, 14 Sep 2001 15: 38: 37 +0800
Fed, thanks for the nessage.
Mel ani e (Surmer fi el d Lee)

Date: Fri, 14 Sep 2001 13:56: 16 - 0400
(fromnenber S eve Knowl t on)
VWoden, ny friend, This fromKaren (hiswfe):

“l don't have Fred s e-nai | address, but if hewants to gauge the
nood of the city, heshouldget onan Aor Ftrainintothecity.
Peopl e are naki ng eye contact, but very nervous about bei ng
jammed i nand havingto stop repeatedly —thetrainstarted
usingits hornat one point, and everybody froze. It’slikebeingin
afuneral cortege. But | was thinking—1 expect nost of those
peopl e coul d have used t he transportati on probl ens as an excuse
t o stay hone.

Kar en Freenan
<ci ence Section, NewYork Ti nes”
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Date: Fri, 14 Sep 2001 13:54: 29 - 0400
Qubject: Fn Mwvin Aongthe Healing Path
Dear Fanily, Friends, and Peopl e of Good WI I,

Thi s week each of us probably i n sone way rode t he enoti onal
“pai n-angui sh-despai r-(possi bl €) revenge” ral | er coaster.

Reachi ng for the bi g pi cture, enbraci ng our hunan fanily,
exer ci si ng conpassi on, bei ng one at peace wth sel f and ot hers
ei ther was not on your personal preference pl ate or was

chal lengedand difficult tonaintain.

h apersonal note, theride has ended for ne. Nowl’'m
ready t o pi ckup the pi eces, gather nywts, and wal k the heal i n’
path. The AterNet.orgarticles| sharewthyoutodayinthis
emai | have hel ped ne to resurface ny |ife perspective and ny
vorldview..

Bernette (Garvay- Srui el I)

Date: Fri, 14 Sep 2001
(h, Fred,

Qur hearts go out to you, your congregation, nei ghbor hood and
NewYork Gty. Ve shall keepyouall inour hearts.

Faithful ly, D anne Arakavwa &famly (col | eague)

Fri 14 Sept enber

(Thefollow ng i s anessage fromt he uncl e and aunt of a
nenber, both of whomwe net and di ned with whi | e vi siting
Napl es t he previ ous February.)

CQro Fed,

Hnandatolatualetterahai mei zii. Eccolasuarisposta T
abbraccio ate, Vendy, Aaron and Sephenforte forte. n
anor e.

Sara (Aprea A coff)
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—Qiginal Message —

From Prof. Gennaro Luongo

To: narem o

Sent: Thursday, Septenber 13, 2001 8: 56 AM
Gra Rosari a,

hosertitodaQistinacheha telefonatoehai parlatoa

lungo. Gedochesiadifficileper voi spiegare cio che é successo ai
vostri banbi ni : chi ssa qual e spavent o hanno provat o e qual e
inpressioneriporterannoin futuro. U abbraccio af fettuoso da
tutti noi. Hbsaputo di Anthony: spero che si riprendadallo
shock che deve aver provato: certo si puo consi derare un
miracol ato. R ngrazi ano O o!

Abbi ano | ettoconattenzionelaletterad Fed pienad pensieri
profondi. Nonhoil suo Enail, nati pregod dirgli chelo
ricordi ano con Véndy ei figli convivaanicizia e che senti ano
profondanente i vostri stessi sentinenti. Il Sgnoreci daforzae
Sperarza

Gordi al oent e zi o Gennar o



Fri day Bveni ng D spat ch

(1 sent no di spatchon Fiday, as| attended Sabbat h services wth
Rabbi Rot asni k and hi s congregation. |nstead, | reconstruct sone
events that happened al ong t he vay t hat have not been not ed
befare)

O Tuesday afternoon, as part of planning theinterfai th service,

| calledthedirector of the B-ookl yn Hei ght s Associ ation, vwho |
hoped voul d hel p ease t he way t o hol di ng a servi ce on t he
Pronenade. They have connections to the police, parks peopl e
andothersveclergy don't. Sheinstant!y graspedthe notion and
agreedto co-sponsor it wththe Qergy Association. She al so

al so provi ded tvo ot her essential parts: getting a portabl e sound
systemand connecting ne to the Arab Averi can Fam |y Support
(ter.

| calledthemright avay, |ookingfor their director.
Through her | was referred to a Jordani an Averi can wonan who
vas truly excitedto hear about our project. Not personally, of
course, as we do not knowof each ot her, but she vas grateful to
hear fromnon Misl i mrel i gi ous | eaders for “reachi ng out,” as
they say now There vas an audi bl e tensionin her voice, asin
M Jacir’s that reflectedtheir own dread of what possi bly | ay
ahead. She agreed with t he service and promisedto recruit an
imamfor it, and | pronisedto conetothe office of the Center
toleavewittennaterial for themtotransl ate and spread
through the coomunity. Qur agenda’s vere different, as we vere
reachi ng out and t hey were hunkeri ng dovn.

On Thur sday t he def ensi veness vas pal pabl e as | knocked
onthedoor tobelet inside. | hadto tel ephone up fromt he
doorstepfirst, asthey vere afraidof assault fromthe street.

I nsi de vas exact!y what | expected, andnot. It vas a
social serviceoffice, wthreceptionandvaiting, and nany
cubi cl es and conf erence areas. Wiat el sewouldit be, sone HIis
sl and roomof trenbling i rmgrants? Wiat | di d not expect, or
knowt o expect, vas t he absence of Engli sh, the presence of so
nany hej abs, and t he si del ong | ooks. That part coul d have been
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at sone Hlislslandand | the face of the poverful and
unconvi nced aut hority. M fewwvords of Arabic vere real hel p,
softeni ng faces and suggest i ng sone know edge and a r espect .

Raabyah net ne, hej ab over knit top and bl uej eans.
Lhli ke the recent i mmigrant s she had grown up i n B-ookl yn, her
Engli sh having al | the i ndi genous nasal depth that cones with
Brookl ynese. She al so val ked and noved | i ke an Aneri can,
notw t hst andi ng her garb. In a cubi cl e we conpared not es and |
left her wththe Englishposters shevouldtranslate. | inturn
t ook Arabi ¢ posters that announced where Arabs and Misl i ns
couldfindhelp. A least | believe so.

Back on Tuesday eveni ng | heard froma | ocal wonan who
vanted ne totake part inacand elight vigil onthe pronenade.
She vas organi zing it spont aneousl y and vant ed ny col | eagues
andmetopronoteit. Thissent upredflags, as| didnot know
her and vas unl i kel y t o send peopl e to t he t el ephones t o
pronot e an event sponsored by soneone | di d not know The
possi bility of confusi on seened hi gh.

For these reasons, and for ny own di staste for cand el i ght
vigilsingeneral, | declined | amenbarrassedto admit | do not
likecandl elight vigils, because they are so comnmon and so
autonat i c obvi ous. They are the visual formof the phrase
“changed forever,” vwhich i s sai d al nost every fifteen minutes by
sone news reporter attenpting to sound deep.

Sill, vhat harmisthereincand elight vigils, realy? A
actionwthout cause, that it gives us “sonethingto do,” seens
insufficient. Wat vas t he neani ng, the nessage, theintent of
carrying and | eaving the candl e? Gandlelighting as aprotest, as
anestablishedritua, that | understand

And yet, not only didthey proceed, they cane back on
Vednesday, Thursday and Friday. Peopl el eft their candl es on
t he si deval ks so t hat t he Pronenade becane a great voti ve rack,
wth “Ladi es of Guadal upe” and yahrzeit candl es and al | sorts of
tokens Ii ke theml ining the cast ironfencelikeaniniaturethrong
liningastreet vaitingfor aparadeto pass.

As t he days becane veeks, ot her menent os arrived, So
that bunches of fl overs vere stuck intothe fence, and notes tied
toit. Posters and pictures and ot her devotional gifts nadet he
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whol e four tenths of anmleagaunt! et of grief. It vas, byits size
and variety, very touchi ng.

There are tines vwhen ny stati on as a cl ose observer to
t he hunan condi ti on, one who bot h w t nesses and st udi es t he
riddl e of hunanity, nakes ne feel oddly distant. Wiere ot hers
cansinply react, feel andfollowand | amcalledto act, thi nk
andlead It isaroethat oddy sets ne andthose like ne
slight!y apart sothat the forces and feelings that nove nost
peopl e do not nove ne as nuch or at all.

| suppose i nretrospect that the candl es and everyt hi ng
elsecareeffectively gravestones. Theytryto keepthe dead al i ve,
even as a nanel ess hor de; sonewhat as fewknowt he nanes of
those who di ed at Auschwitz but their enormity nakes us
det ermi ned t o r enenber .

Bit Brooklynis not Auschwitz or ashrine. Adthe
crowds that cane to | ook were here for the usual gruesone
curiosity that slovs traffic passing anaccident. Mre
synpat hetical |y, those who cane vantedto see wth their own
eyes the pl ace that vwas the WC The snoke vas al | t hat
renai ned. And though peopledidtalk, it vas nostly silent.
Sill, they brought ice creamcones and pi zza and | eft their debris
just as casual |y as ever, sothat greasy vaxed paper bl ewup
agai nst the candl es, and i ce creamand soda spl ot ches on t he
si deval k nade shoes st i cky.

| vent tothe rabbi’s congregation on Fiday evening. H
observed that he hadn’t seen such a crowd out si de of H gh Hbl y
Days (whi ch begi n t hi s week). Menbers here and fromot her
churches vere vel | sprinkled. This tine | vas one of three visiting
clergy, alongwth a state assentl yperson and t he pol i ce i nspect or
for our precinct. Two fanilies there vwere those wth sons

trapped wthin.

Rabbi Pot asni k i s t he one who vas t here on t he 11, and
canetonyserviceinhis firecoat and pants. Heisinfornal and
even casual by nature, suchthat the servicelooks inprovised. It
isnot, but clearlythe occasi onand hi s personal ity nake for a
spont aneous qual i ty. Some conmuni ty nenbers are there, from
ny church but al sofromothers, andfor nany it istheir first visit
to a synagogue i n sone ti ne, naybe first ever.
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The fanatic nature of the assault i s nowcl ear to everyone, and
the Jewi sh coormuni ty i s feel i ng bot h fri ght ened and angry.
Rabbi does not articulatethis but | hear it fromnei ghbors and
friendsinthearea Thereis sonetines atoneof “I toldyou,”
or “Nowdo you under st and?”
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Sat urday, Septenber 15

Atrue Sabbat h, spent at hone, being wth famly and prepari ng
for Qunday. Nbnet hel ess, sone nessages arri ved.

Date: Sat, 15 Sep 2001

..\Wat a sorrowf ul week conpounded by feel i ng so hel pl ess .
Har ki ng back t o ny hi gh school days | wanted to go out and buy
awar bond or songthing, | think about all of you every day and
want toreach out physically andtouch all of you.

Love, Mom

Date: Sat, 15 Sep 2001

Wiat ’ s good Fred, howhas every t hi ng been goi ng over t he
past week? Due tothis tragi c event on 911. | hope you and t he
famly are physically and nental | y € and nay God | ook over
all inthe church, andthe tragedi es of the WG and Pentagon. |
have been sadl y i nspi red t o performa poem to hel p heal the
soul sinchurchand famlies and victing of 911.

| ove as one, Ml col mSr ui €l |

Date: Sat, 15 Sep 2001
Dear Fed,

Thanks for the very good postcard fromthe edge. | wll quote
fromit tonorrow andput it onthe bulletinboardfor folksto
read

Qur thought s and prayers are w th you and your famly.

Love, Barbara (Pescan— @ Mnister, Lhitarian Lhiversali st
Church, Bvanston I L)
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Sunday, Sept enber 16

Sinday norni ng: V& had a ful | house, close to 400in
attendance. Q her congregations had t he sane experi ence.
Thoughthe liturgy itsel f vas the sane, the content vas different.

For exanpl e, instead of flovers ve createdan ‘altar’ from
t he hal f- bur ned paper s t hat wafted down on us Tuesday nor ni ng,
restingonatallis, flanked by a Qi ran and cross. Know ng nany
wouldwshtolight acand e we set themon our side ai sl e chapel
al ong w t h an open bl ank book for peopl e t o use t hr oughout t he
service. Theydd

V8 sang “How CGan | Keep fromS ngi ng” whose | ast
verse, “Wentyrants trenbl e as t hey hear the bel | s of freedom
ringing ..” seenedto catch our hearts exactl!y.

As chil dren vere with us, we sang anot her song i n t hat
portion, “ThisLittleLight,” andthe song s i nage, because of the
candl es so nany are | i ghti ng ever ywhere, cane back several tines
t hrough t he aay.

The readi ngs were a portion fromthe Sharei T filah, the
prayers for Tish'a Be' As, whichreads: “Gve usinsight, Hly
(ne, to understand your ways and consecrat e our hearts... Fom
our sins redeemus w th forgi veness; frompai n and sorrowkeep
us far; Bestowupon us your earth’s abundance, and gat her our
exiles fromthe earth’'s four corners. To those who stray, bring
correction; uponthe |l awess pl ace your hand. Let the ri ght eous
regoiceinthebuildingof your city... (nayit be, inour own day
andinour ownljves”)

nd we read responsi vel y t he viords of t he Li ncol n School
students that descri be peace. V& sang “Hashi veinu, ”, whose
Character is alament and wiose text asks toreturn, asin
Tshuvah, repent.

Then | had t o preach.

“I't sounded i ke a constructionaccident tone, as| sat in
thelittleofficeat hore. Rit when| heard pedestri ans
talking and feet running, | vent tonylivingroom
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w ndovs and | ooked out. The tw n towers vere spew ng
snoke, bot h of t hem

“By10:30it vas all over. It’s hardto believe but by
thenbothtovers, wthall their inhabitants, verea
nount ai n of snoki ng rubbl e. The cl oud t hey creat ed vas
upon us. Ve val ked t hrough t he dust of 5000 Iives al |
day Tuesday.

“Li ke an eart hquake t her e vere aft er shocks as ot her

bui | di ngs shook and fell throughthe day. But the
principal horror vas over. |t vas not a nucl ear bonb, but
it affectedusikeone: theburst of blindingterror that
caught us by surprise, the shock vave of what vas
happeni ng knocki ng us fromour feet, and the w ndstorm
(aliteral andfigurative stormcl oud) hurtling shredded
fragnents of our viorld at us.

“Sone called it a bl essing and sone | uck, but what ever
the vord, we vere spareddirect |0ss. Nb one anong us
diedthere yet. But nany of us | ost soneone we knew
of t en soneone ve knewwel | .  Sone, you brave sad soul s,
tooktheforceof it al, fleeing, hidng ducking and
finally staggeri ng hone covered wth dust and horror,

your minds nade i nt o nental and enoti onal w eckage.
Sone vier e st opped before they arri ved, saved by voti ng
or missed buses or just chance, but often you were front
roww t nesses to the mind boggl i ng dest ruction, the
events aretinaburnonthe nenory. Mst were spared
this, but not the shock that our vorld, our front yard, our
city and hore, had been di smenbered. Evenif ve di d
not know sorreone who vas | ost t here, we knew soneone
who di d.

“Parenthetical ly, and | do not knowt he exact nunbers,

but inoneday we, thiscity, our city, susta ned nore
civilianlossthan Nrthernlreland, or |srael and Ral estine,
have endured i n a generation. |none norning, nore di ed
t han peri shed at Pear| Harbor and | vwo Jina. Wiat ever

el se nay be true, no one can say vwe do not under st and.

“And yet inanother vay | truly do not understand. |
knowsoret hing | di d not before, nanely t he experi ence
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of beingassaulted by fear. That’s what terrorismis, after
all. | knowthat now but | do not understand vwhat it
neans. |ndeed, one of the products of terrorismistorip
avay a person’ s sense of understandi ng, to pul verize one’s
nost basi ¢ assunptions, nanel y: that | and ny hone will
be here at the end of the day.

“Qnce | grasped howterrifiedl was, ny responseto that
vas rage. Wenl realizedthis vas acal culated effort, not
a randomact, | vas enraged i n a whol e newwvay. As one
persontoldnme aday or tvolater, “if any one of them
had been physi cal | y present inthat nonent | voul d have
been eager to tear himlinb fromlinb.”

“Rageis what this sernonis about. M rage, but al so
yours, andwhat this rage neans. For if thereisacoreto
thisexperience it isnot fear but rage. Tuesday vas t he
day when rage expl oded i n us, burni ng our mnds, and
taking our hearts hostage. Asabright ight canblind us,
sotherage blinded us to every ot her feeling, bl eachi ng

t hemwhi te.

“ VWednesday | voke up exhausted. The day before
hadbeenablizzard of activity, internal andexternal .
Vednesday vioul d be no di fferent, savethat, |ike a
hurricane, the wnds nowsw rled about asilent corethat
vas t he snoki ng pyre across the river. Miny, sone of
you, vere eager todo sonething, if only soas not to
have sit and feel hel pl ess rage. The energi es rel eased by
rage denmand action, fight or flight. There was nooneto
fight, andno pl aceto fl ee, so peopl e busi ed t hensel ves in
t hi ngs t hey hoped were i nportant.

“Nck Titakis cameintochurchtohelpout. Mchelle
Ascione calledto findout howto send food. | began
oganizinganinterfaithserviceveareholdingthis
evening. | recei vede-nail throughout the day, sharing,
aski ng, vondering. It was very busy. Rit at the same
tineit felt asif weverehhandwinging, our activities
nore to keep our own ninds sane than actual |y mitigat e
the tragedy. V& all knewwe were di sconnect ed fromt he
pandenoni umacross the river. Howhard to be so cl ose,
and yet as di stant and dependent as any Gil i forni an



vat ching the newns. The stinuli kept coning, but the
neans to react didnot. Vednesday vas t he day of
frustrated rage, vhen peopl e beganto feel shane or guilt,
whichis rage turned i nvard.

“By Thursday pl ans vere bei ng nade. Services, Vigils,
projects, efforts. Ashanty-town of responses popped up
everywhere, with infornation on what was needed and
weretosendit. VEbegantorebuild at least alittle
goi ng back to school or viork, putting out the trash, doing
laundry. VHs it denial or defiance, or naybe both, but
rage nowbecane deternination. For soneit was andis
tofindthe mssingbeforethey die. For othersit isto
reclamtheir lives fromfear. For othersit isto overcone
and prevai | agai nst an eneny. Thursday wvas t he day of
cal cul at ed rage, when we sought and found sonet hi ng
that we coul d focus on and nake t he obj ect of our

dfats

“This, also, isvhentheunity of rage beginsto dissol ve.
Ve haven't saidit, but ve are dividedin howwe act upon
our rage. For sone, thedesirefor national retaliationis
central totheir anger. Bit for ne, incontrast, thisisan
affront to hunanity as much i f not nore than nati on.
Qtizensof over thirtynationsd ed, of all faiths. To chart
USA asthoughit vere afootball gane bothers ne, as
do the patriotic songs i n houses of vorshi p andt he

bl endi ng of vengeance wthj ustice.

“By Friday | vas begi nni ng to change. Rage no | onger
clainedny vhol e spirit. Fear cane back, as | real i zed
theintricate and conpl ex forces that set theterroristsin
notion. Not their plans but the forces of history that
all oved themto fuel their ownrage to such anextent.
And doubt crept inas | realized howdi fficult it voul d be
to protect oursel ves fromany one that determined. As
Larry S evens- M| es sai d back on Tuesday, it i s anazi ng
that it took thislongfor suchahorror totake pl ace.
That’ s howdeep and di fficult thevorldis.

“And as rage turned to fear and to doubt, anger cane
back i n a newresent nent for the povwer of fanatici smand
zealotry. Not just those who destroyed the twntovers,
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but their cousin Ti not hy MVei gh, and who knows who
el se out there vwhose bl i ndi ng rage has forged a | eaden
heart of hate wllingto pl unge sone part of the vorld
intomsery for a hi gher cause. | vas angry nowat them
all: A eda, AL.Q Hanas, but al so Taml Tigers, Real
IRA Ayan Nations, and t he unknown groups out t here
tryingtopurge the viorldof evil inthe nane of their
gods. Because of them freedomand j ustice are | ess
possi bl e for everyone. Friday vas the day the rage at one
becane arage at something ingeneral. Andwththat an
avareness that the threat to ne and nine, the viorld, vas
likethethreat of ADB pervasive, insidious, uncontrolled
and ubi qui t ous.

“Saturday, and a gli nmer of strength. | have succeeded
increatinganinterfaithnenoria servicefor this evening,
w th the eager participation of our |slanic conmunity as
vel | as our Jew sh and Chri stian conmuni ties. | hear
froma Yenmeni Mislim a young wonan who grew up here
andsounds likeandthinks likeaBooklynite. | feel ahint
of that visionl celebrateinAwerica Adas| witethe
sernon | anticipate an afternoon neetingwth of ficial s of
the Arab Anerican coomunity who wl| take part inthis
evenng sservice. Forthefirst tineinfivedays| feel a
newanger, arage agai nst t hose who voul d ext i ngui sh an
i dea because they say it i s wong.

“It isindgnation theanger of beingdeniedtheright to
full hunanity. Oh Saturday, the Jew sh Sabbat h, bet ween
the hol y days of Isl amand Ghristianity, | amindi gnant
that others vioul d steal thelives of ny nei ghbors and ny
hunani ty, reduce themand us to obj ects of hate and
heresy. Actioniscaledfor, yes, but it toprotect the
hunani ty of the vorld fromthe i nhunan zeal ot ry of t hose
whovoulddenyit. Retributionis not the object, i ndeed
it vouldnerely part of their distortedwvorld-viewnerel y
toretaliate. No, vhatever forceis appl i ed nust prot ect
thevorld avorldthat is as closeas these streets.

“Part of that nay vell be hard and har sh and danger ous.
| amnot nai've. But let’s not befooledintothinking force
alonewl!l prevail. It cannot defeat themany norethanit



candefeat us. 0 equal if not greater strengthisthe
character of our society, fromnei ghborhoodtonation. In
that tover diedcitizens fromthewvoridas vell asthecity.

“They are few W arenany. Inthiscity are nore Jevs
thanin Tel Aviv, and nore Mislins thanin Giza. This
eveni ng nenbers of a dozen faith conmuni ties wll gat her
as one cormuni ty and bel i e t he cl ai ns of those who kil l.

“Thisisour strength. It nay not seemso, for it cannot
kill and cannot threaten. Qur strengthis not pointed!ike
aknifeor shot likeabullet. It cannot wnasingl ebattle

“But it cannot be defeated. Hwis this? b you
remenber Munt. . Hel ens when it expl oded sone
yearsago. It obliterated square nil es of forest in
nonents. Ascorched, ruing earth snol dered for

nonths. Bt wthindays, intiny crevices and corners,
seeds grew Tiny flovers, snall andfragile al nost
unseen, took root. And after them ferns. Theninsects
and vi nes. Nbne of these coul d w t hst and a vol cano

al one; each coul d be squashed i n a second. Rt toget her,
intine, theyturnedthi s desert into a garden.

“That is our strength as acommunity, acity, and a nation.
Ve arethe grass andthe fl overs, creeping sl owy, softly,
wthout threat or viol ence, but surely and persistently. |
sawit as early as Wdnesday down t he street, beside t he
pronenade wher e t he ¢l ouds of wret ched snoke rose day
andnight. There insight of thevorst evil tofall onthis
cityinasingl eday, childrenplayed. The pl ayground vas
full of children. Laughing, running, gi ggling and shouting,
they arethefirst flovers, bl ooninginthe crevices of our
broken hearts, bringinglife back to our scorched hone.
After themve shal | cone, grass andtree, birdandinsect,
util thelifeesslandisfilledaga nwthcd or axd
fragrance, |aught er andtears.

“Let usrage against thedyingof thelight. But |et our
ragebetolive, andliveabundart!y. Hower inthe desert.
Thisistheony pover ve have. Bit it isthe greatest
pover on earth.
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Late that afternoonve heldtheinterfaith service onthe
pronenade. | have been in touch with the Arab Averi can
CGormuni ty si nce Védnesday when | vent there toinvite themto
takepart intheinterfaith service, as nentionedbefore. | vent to
jointheir narch, neeting several |nans as vwe vaited for thi ngs
tostart. Therewverealsolots of press peopl e there, not only
local but foreign. | vasintervi ened by Japanese reporters as vel |
as those i n New York.

Hal fvay there | | eft the narchto get to the Pronenade
faster and set up for the service. Trueto the promse, Judy
S ant on had a sound systemwvai ting for us, donated by a | ocal
busi ness for the occasi on. @l | eagues vere al ready t here al ong
w t h tvio nusi ci ans, incl udi ng Jenni fer Chapi n (t he daught er of
Harry and a | ocal resi dent who al so happened t o have t aught ny
sonmusic at alocal schodl).

Wien t he narchers arrived the crond tripledinsize. The
long but narrowpassagevay vas quite full, peopl e pressingin
upon each ot her. The pol i ce vere abundant and hel pful .  QOver
t he heads of t hose t here ve coul d see banners and si gns with
political nessages;, not what we pl anned or wanted but whi ch had
come al ong wth the narch. The organi zers al so asked ne to
i ncl ude some Af ghan vonen in the program It is crowded,
confusing, loud, andal nost frighteningwth the runblings of
protest al ongsi de t hose who cane t o vior shi p.

After adj usting our pl ans, | took t he m crophone and
sd

“Vel cone. Hbwgood it is and howstrengt heni ng t o be
together. | amby. Federick Vidoden, Senior Mnister of
the Arst Lhitarian Society in B-ookl yn. Besi de ne are ny
sistersandbrothersinmnistry, Gristian, Jewsh Mislim
and nore. V¥ are here tolead Brookl yn in prayer on our
door st ep, the fanous Espl anade. ”

“VE live onthe doorstep of Anerica. The whol e vorldis
beforeus. Aidinasensevearethat vorld. [|nour mdst
are peopl e fromevery continent and cul ture, every faith
and famly. V& are Avrica. Aidso, wecometothis,

our doorstep, togive honor, paytribute, andfind strength.
Through vords of faith and nenori es of goodness we cone
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to bl ess t hose who peri shed, pray for t hose nissing, and
nake plaintothe viorl dour eternal devotionto that dream
and hope for whi ch so nany we forced to di e.

V& the clergy of B-rookl yn Heights, Mislim Jew sh,
Qrristian and nore, are here as one body to pray and
procl ai mt he sorrowwve share, the hope ve seek, and the
faithabove all particul ar faiths that nake us one peopl e,
one nation, and one vorld.

Then ve heard a Qura fromthe Qur’ an, recited, whichis to say
chant ed, and then transl at ed by an A ab Lut heran M ni st er who
joinedthe narch. The Ref ormRabbi t hen sounded hi s Shof ar,
explaining before that not only vas it cl ose tothe newyear, but
soundingit intines of danger vas onice of its historic purposes.
Then he lifted the three foot ong hornto his lips and nade a
sound very i ke the voi ceif the | nama nonent ago.

V¥ sang a song, the ti ming bad because it t ook so | ong
for thoseinthe back to hear.

Then each cl er gy person nade very bri ef renarks and
offeredaprayer, Gatholic and Rotestant and Jew sh. The
Af ghan vonen t hen spoke, nore ontheir political plight, but
wthpassionandintersity.

I t hen acknow edged t he presence of politicians, includi ng
our ngressi onal Representative, but didnot invitethemto
speak. The task and obl i gation of concluding | gave to nyself:

“I nowask us to for just one nore nonent. Look out on
t he vounded horizon. nthis beautiful eveningit is goodto
capture the bitter and the sveet, to renenber it vividy and
tell our children and our grandchil dren. Knowthat you vere
here. Andas welook, insilence | invite youto speak al oud
t he nanes of those affected by thi s past week. Those
peri shed, those nissing, those dear to you for vhat ever
reason, andplacetheir nanesintheair for all the hear and
cherish

(silee)

“Itisevening, theendof thesixthday. For several nights
now as the sunset, peopleacrossthecity havelit cand esin
honor and nenwory, visibl e signs of our | oss and struggl e. Bit
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I tell youthis nust change. Vshall |ight our lights, but from
nowon l'i ght t hemas promises not nenori es.

“Thisis the doorstep of Anverica. Andthere, out inthe
harbor, isthereal synbol of Awrica. As nighty as the
tovers vere, they didnot represent our true dream She
does. Her light is not one of sorrowor anger, one of | 0ss
o despair; itisthelight of hope

“Thi s evening, resol vethat yours shall bealight of promse.
Make your |ife a beaconto the viorl d, as she does, offering
hope and haventothewvorid This, finally, isthe greatest
bl essing ve can offer; that uponthi s dreadful hill of pain
ve shal | buildanewcity, shiningforth, fromthe soul s of
her peapl e, thelight of true peace andjusticefor al.”

Then we sang “Qd B ess America, " a song | have never | oved
and have felt uneasy wthall veek asits inperativetriunphal
neani ng i s t he one ve hear, not the subj unctive prayerful one.

Peopl e began t o di sperse, reporters viorking tothe front
tointerviewal ong wth t hose unhappy wth the political aspects.
They vere few but it was pai nful to knowthat sone were angry
and chastised ot her clergy and ne for allowngit. There vwas no
choi ce, as the narchers cane with thei r own concerns and t he
Af ghan vwonen vere added as a l ast minute request. But it did
| eave a sour tasteinthe nout h even so.

Date: Sun, 16 Sep 2001
Dear Fed,

| bring agreetingand a hug froma forner nenber of your
church, “Nona” who j oi ned us thi s norning. V¢ were
overflowng, as | i nagi ned your church nust have been, too. |
can’'t i nagi ne howit nust be to be where you are, | ooki ng across
theriver at atinelikethis. Bestrong, you are needed. God bl ess
youl.

Yours, John Qorrado (col | eague i n G osse Poi nte, M chi gan)
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Date: Sun, 16 Sep 2001
Fed

| ama newfriendtothe congregation, noving up here from
Mrginiainthe begi nning of August.

| wanted to thank you for your sernontoday. | wasn't
real |y expectinganythingto‘ hel p° but your words trul y hel ped
ne. | wouldliketo sharethosewords wthny friends fromthe
Sout heastern Lhitarian Lhi versal i st Sunmer Institute (SUR).
If your sernonisinafornat that iseasily ‘enail-able, | woud
greatly appreciateit if you coul d send t hose words ny way.

Agai n, thank you.
Mna Geenfield

Date: Sun, 16 Sep 2001 20: 19: 03 +0200
Sibject: R loropardi viaRosaria
Caro Fred e Véndy,

siano stati vicini al vostrodol ore. Inquesti giorni anmiri ano
anche vostro coraggioe vostrasolidarietasociad eeil vostro
anore di patria.

Gordi al nente

Gennaro e (i sti na Luongo
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Monday Sept. 17t

Dear Rever end VWoden,

| read your nessage posted onthe UAsite. Thank you for
t hose descri pti ve and confiorti ng wor ds.

Good w shes fromPrague,

Veéndy (Schwarz — US Uhitari an Uhiversal i st i n Europe, whom
ve net i n Prague the previ ous March during sabbatical travel s).

Date: Mon, 17 Sep 2001
H Fed-

| got acopy of your letter after the attack on Tuesday by way of
nysoninlaw Heisnot a Whbut i s workingat Uhirondack and
so herecei ves several Wlists. Healsoisaforner firefighter and
assuchishavingaverydifficut tinewththese events. Being
nearly al one i n the nort hern New York woods di dn't hel p, but
your letter did Thanks for beingtherefor peopl e youw! |
probabl y never even know...

Take care. | hope things get better.
Fondl 'y, Mirrge (Link —friend and Uhitarian Lhiversalist |)

Date: Mon, 17 Sep 2001
Hllo

M husband and chi | dren att ended your servi ce yest erday and |
was unabl e to attend, havi ng a coormitnent at anot her house of
vor shi p.

They were qui t e noved by t he servi ce, the songs, readi ngs,
children's story, and sernon. | was wonderingif it is possibleto
get atext of thesernonsol canreadit and | have beental ki ng
W t h sone ot her parents and ny own parents, who woul d al so
liketoreadit.
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| amso glad that they cane. | have attended sone servicesinthe
past, one of the nore nenorabl e ones was a Martin Lut her King
Cay servi ce.

| appreci at e your hel p and servi ce.
Jane Bar ber

Date: Mon, 17 Sep 2001

Thanks, Fred. | just read your words. V&' ve been preoccupi ed
at Al Soul stoo, as you nay guess.

You have takenit all infromyour vantage poi nt of the horror.
You have been t here t hrough your interfaith services and your
pastoral presence. | hope soneoneis ministeringtothe ninister
there

Amazi ngly, we seemt o have | ost none of the nenbers of Al
Soulsinadirect way, but so nmany knownany who are l ost. |
just had lunchwithan ol d friend and her son, who had a fenal e
friend aboardthe flight fromBostonthat hit the South Tower.

M daughter, Sarah, wholivesinPark S ope, has afriend

nei ghbor who worked for Cantor Ftzgeral d and i s anong t he

ni ssi ng and presuned dead. Yet | knowof a young wonan, an
indirect friendof famly, whonadeit tosafety fromthe 105th
floor of the South Tower. Mracl es abound. (ourage soars...

Bewell. Benurturedas youtoo nurture.
Love and a bi g hug,
Jan Garl sson-BuUl | (@l | eague)

Date: Mon, 17 Sep 2001
Dear Fed:

As | toldyoufoll ow ngthe service yesterday, both Anand | felt
that we had a very appropriate andreal | y beauti ful Sunday

nor ni ng wor shi p service. You, Olanda, Hope and all those who
pl anned and carried out thi s service shoul d be t hanked and
congratul ated. V& (Iike so nany ot her houses of worshi p) had
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such a full house because peopl e (neners, friends, nei ghbors,
et al.) looktoustoservetheir needs. Wilel certai nly cannot
speak for all 400inattendance, | feel that we succeeded.

Wt hout doubt, we nade nany friends yesterday (as well as on
Tuesday eveni ng).

You and | cannot predi ct what next Sunday (or the future
Sundays) wll belike, but, wthout any doubt, the spiritual need
w1l continuefor sonetine. There has been a change i n our
soci ety and great er attendance at weekl y wor shi p servi ces nay
becone a nani festati on of part of that change...

S ncere y yours,
AlenJ. Kone

Date: Mon, 17 Sep 2001
Dear Fed,

Hope you ar e havi ng a wonder f ul easy day of f at hone.
Sonehow! doubt it. Hopethat theworkis feelingyoursto do,
that you re nanifesting Gd s | ovetothousands, that your
congregationisashiningbeacontoall. Don't doubt it abit.

Love, Mg (R | ey, col |l eague and director of the UJAVdshi ngt on
Gfice)

Date: Mon, 17 Sep 2001
H Fed,

| hopethingsarealittleeasier today...that seens to bethe case
here. Denny sent ne copi es of your two nessages sent out | ast
week. They were very powerful . | | oved bei hg on your nailing
list last year. Isit possibleny nane coul d be added back?
Thanks and be wel |,

D ane (4 sen — Moder at or of the UUA)
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Tuesday, Sept enper 18"

Date: Tue, 18 Sep 2001
Fed

Awritingwhichhas beenwthnefor nearly sixty yearsis “Last
Testanent,” thelast chapter inLews Minfiord s “Faith for
Living,” aninterventionist tract publishedin 1940 or 1941.

Muniord began with, “l have nade no attenpt totrimthis
argunent to neet the needs of those who do not knowthat a
t housand year s separ at es 1930 from1940. They are hopel ess.”

The words echo i n the corridors of ny nenory whenever t here
isadefiningevent. Never norethanlast week.

Thank you for what you have done and witten. Denny and |
N SS you.

Faithfuly, Jerry (Davi doff)

DCate: Tue, 18 Sep 2001

Rev. Frederick Vdoden,

Thank you for sharing on t he UUA V¢b.
Jack Ber man

Al en Avenue Uhitarian Uhi versal i st Ghurch
Portl and, Mai ne 04103

Date: Tue, 18 Sep 2001
Dear Fed,

" msorry not to have been with you, Ol anda, Hope and the rest
of the congregationlast Sunday. V& need each ot her ri ght
now........ ¢ at t ended servi ces at the Wi te A ai ns Gonmuni ty
Lhitarian. Rev. Garol does awonderful job. Fortunatel y we have
experienced no direct | oss (other that the obvi ous ones. . . and
Aericabeingforcefedit’srite of passage fromadol escenceto
adul t hood one fine Sept. norning, NewYork as wel |).
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M “first Wfamly” will always be Frst LhitarianinBooklyn, |
nMss you guys! Ronis playingthejazz service Sept. 30 and I’ m
planningtosingwththe choir that day. See you then.l.ove and
prayers to Véndy, S ephen and Aaron

Nancy Kennedy
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Tuesday 0O spat ch

Atificial asthey are nil estones |ike weeks and nont hs and year s
have an effect. It vas a week ago, just a week ago. Hownany

ot her weeks pass by wit hout any nark on t he nenory? | have

| ooked back on ol d dat e books and read entri es t hat nean
nothing: neetings | can’'t recall andtasks | don't renenber. The
sane anount of tine has passed as then, but not t he sane
anount of life.

I thought of this at our staff neeting on Mnday, realizing
that a veek before ve vere absorbed inthe usual litter of chore
and deadl i ne, a newsl etter to be printed and neetings to be
attended. Both staff neetings were about the sane, and | bot h
vel coned and | anent ed that. | amabout spent when it cones to
vords. This accourt, rewitingthe nevsl etter entirely, four
vor shi p servi ces, and constant conversati on have exhaust ed ny
reservoi r of wsdom

At 8:48 Tuesday norni ng | amat hone, cutting ny
vork-out short tobethere at that tine. Vi aren't doi ng
anything, but it di dseemwongtobeonthetreadnill at that
nonent so | go hone. V& watch t he Presi dent stand on t he
lann. The screen says “nonent of sil ence” whi ch nakes ne
laugh sardoni cal ly. | think of thelong pauses ot her nations
observed | ast week. o they need a TVscreento tell themwhat
they are doing, seeing, feeling, thinking?

Bit it does seemthat after that nonent things are
different abit. It is Fosh ha Shanah, andthat fact |ifts ne. The
I egend of t he newyear and t he open book and t he week of
naki ng anends wth nei ghbors strikes ne as precisely right. It is
anewyear. Andeverythingthat vasis different now And | al so
realizethisis vwhat Anericais about, too. Newness, second
chances, the openfuture, that’s what ve're about.

Ater ahastyvisit tothe officel amoff toaPayer Mgil
bei ng hel d near Grown Hei ghts, a part of Brookl yn where
African-Anericans and Gari bbean- Averi cans are the najority
communi ty. | amt here because a coupl e fromny church are
active in the Ghanber of Cormerce and they want ne to offer a
prayer here.
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A Mdgar Evers @l lege | amseatedwithother dignitiesinthe
front row ny col | eague Hope Johnson to ny right and a f or ner
chancel | or of the Board of Educationtony left. The programis
long, presenting religious and cormuni ty | eaders to pray and
reflect, alongwth nusi cal sel ections. | amnost eager to hear 0.
Gurdner C Taylor, one of the pre-eminent preachers of the | ast
hal f-century and nownearing ni nety years ol d. Bit | amnot

rel axed as | amto pray over thi s congregation of peopl e | do not
know and whose common cul ture i s not nine. | want ny hosts to
be gl ad and pr oud.

Luring t he programl amstruck agai n and agai n by t he
devotion of this coomunity to the nation. Many who speak vere
i nthe arned servi ces as young nen. Al speak of defendi ng
freedom their onnas vell as the nation’s. Thereis no |l ack of
avareness that the pronise of the nation has not cone true
equal ly for all, and that nany i nthe roomhave struggled wth a
country that has been rel uctant to enbrace t hemas equal s. Rit
theideaof Arricais as alivefor themas muchif not norethan
nast citizers.

Adinthiscitythat inthelast three years has been
strugglingwth the use of police pover, thereis arousing round
of appl ause for themand an eager exhortation for those thereto
express our thanks by saying soto officers and going tothe
preci ncts and show ng support. And t hey neant thei r onn
precincts and officers, not just those near thecrashsite.

Havi ng seen al ot of boosteri smand st adi umstyl e
cheering for Anericainthelast twoor three days, this
expression of ove of country and coomunity is ajolt of hope for
ne. | hear it when . Tayl or preaches.

He takes hi s text fromChronicles, about the day when
Sol onon dedi cat ed t he tenpl e by an act of sol erm hunil i ty, of
atonenent for its sins. Miny i nthe audi ence mur mur t he vior ds
alongwthhim sofamliar arethey. Hspoint isthat at the
zenith of vorldy pover, |srael bovs inhumlity before Gd. This,
he t eaches, neans pover nust be ved to hunility. That is the
key to great ness. Pover without hunility oppresses and reaps
hatred. Himlity wthout power cannot speak truth to fal sehood
orresist evil vhenit appears. That i s the task before us.

66



To neet that task, he says, those who have been on t he nar gi ns
of society have aleadershiprol etoplay, showngthe country the
danger of reprisal andthe conpl exity of addressi ng t hose who
hate. “You cannot bonb hatred,” he says to | oud appl ause.

It isshort, sinple undranatic, and clear. Breryone after
affirns that hesaidit all. That does not stop nost fromaddi ng
toit, especialythepditicians. Vareal quiteready for the
bl essi ng froman i namso we can find a l at e | unch.

Back inny office the e-nai | and t el ephone nessages are
several. The one that stands out i s froma col | eague i n
Massachuset t s who has conme dovwn as afire chaplain. | try to get
intouch but the hotel has no one regi stered to her nane. | am
annoyed, because | wshto thank her. | ndeed, | amenvious a
little as| have not beenacross theriver yet. Severa |ocal
col | eagues have been. To see and touch nore fully and thento
account that for ny congregationl! believeisinportant. | have
noillusions about hel ping the effort, but | vant an opportunity
to connect peopl e to the pl ace, touchingthe renote and frightful
center of what is for nost only anidea and an i nage.

Later inthe evening, as ny son S ephenand| |eave for
hskarae cl ass, ve encounter a processi on of sorts fromt he
Q t hodox Synagogue dovin t he street. The young rabbi and | are
acquai nt ed and ve greet one anot her, “L’ shanah tovah!” [‘to a
good year!'] They areall ontheir vay donntotheriversideto
dotaschlik, theritual casting of crunbs onvater as a syniol of
enpt yi ng debri s fromthe ol d year and starting new Rabbi Raskin
says, “It is anewyear, and we shoul d have | unch soon.” Qur
handshake i s | ong and st rong.

(n t he vway hone we nmeet Rabbi Li ppe, anot her younger
col | eague, and wve shar e t he si deval k a fewbl ocks as we consi der
the newyear. Both of us are grateful on awarmnight that no
one cl ose to us or our congregations vas anong the | ost. Bit vwe
bot h knowt hat t he newyear wll be | ess i nnocent than the ol d
one. | tell himny resol utionfor the newyear, to bl end one
custominto another, istogreet everyone as though | neanit.
Fromnowon, | wll say, “Hbware you and yours?” And | wll
redlyask, nat just sayit.
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V¥ enbrace | i ghtly, t he second day of t he newyear nowarrived
w t h t he vani shed sun, and val k hone al ong familiar streets
svel ledwth casual val kers and | at e di ners and peopl € | i ke us
who have to buy a fewt hi ngs fromt he food st ore on t he way

horre t o bed.
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Sept enber 19'" & Beyond

Date: Wed, 19 Sep 2001 13: 53: 03 +0200
Dear Rev. \Woden,

Let ne i ntroduce nysel f, | amthe Prague Lhitarian and duri ng
your recent visit toPrague | wasill and we coul d not neet.

Yest erday eveni ng | " ve read your Post card fromt he Edge on t he
web site of UJAand was very noved readi ng your stories. | am
surewe’ |l findtheway tosharethem |"dliketo assure youthat
not only Czech Lhitarians, but as well many Czechs areintheir

t hought s wi t h you.

Wth af fecti on fromPrague

| va Kocnanova

(1 recei ved many f orwar ded poens, comment s and ot her
quotationsthat circulated sowdel ythat oftenl recei vedthe
sane ones fromsepar at e correspondents. Bel owar e sone. )

Date: Fri, 21 Sep 2001 10: 27: 49 - 0500
(Forwar ded froma fri end)
“Dear Fam |y and Fri ends,

“I had avery dear friend questionny faithinGddright after the
terrorist attack on Anerica. Hs questionwas sinply put,
“Were i s your God t oday?”

“Hewas very hurt, as all Avericans were, sol triednot toreact
defensively. Sncethat nonent | have prayed and gri eved over
the di sastrous events. However, | believel have the answer. |

know where ny God was t he norni ng of Septenber 11, 2001!

“He was very busy.

“Hrst of al, hewastryingto d scourage anyone fromtaki ng this
flight. Those four flights together hel d over 1000 passengers,
and t here were onl'y 266 aboar d.
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“Hewas on 4 commercial flights givingterrified passengersthe
abilitytostay calm Not one of the famly nenbers who was
call ed by al oved one on one of the hi gh-j acked pl anes sai d t hat
passenger s wer e screaning i n the background. Qn one of the
flights Howas giving strengthto passengerstotrytoovertakethe
h gtj ackers.

“He was busy tryingto create obstacl es for enpl oyees at the
Vorld Trade Center. After all, only around 20, 000 were at the
toners when thefirst jet hit. S ncethe buildings hol d over
50,000 workers, thiswas amracleinitsel f. Hwnany of the
peopl e who wer e enpl oyed at the WICtol d the nedi athat they
verelatefor work or they had traffic del ays.

“He was hol ding up two 110 story bui | di ngs so that 2/ 3 of the
workers coul d get out. | was so amazed that the top of the
towers didn't toppl e whenthe j et s i npact ed.

“Athoughthisiswthout adoubt theworst thingl have seenin
nylife, | cansee G@d snmiraclesineverybit of it. | can't

i nagi ne goi ng through such adifficult tine and not believingin
God. Lifewoul d be hopel ess.”

“Passit on..”

(vi a Donna Kadanka, Texas)

[tothe] Rev. Fred VWoden and t he peopl e of The H rst
ngregati onal Soci ety

B essi ngs on you and your needed mini stry, especially at this
ti neQur prayers and | ove are w th you.

Mar got Canpbel | G oss

Qur heartfelt prayers arewth you

John Mar sh

Mnisters

Frst Uhitarian Uiversalist Gurch

SnFancisco, Glifornia
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Bear dl:

M bel oved Brookl yn apart nent | ooked west and every
norning | took ny coffee tothe bi gw ndowto check the
weat her in Jersey and admre the | oner Minhattan skyl i ne.
Thank Gd | didn't have to stand t here and wat ch t he

expl osi ons happen.

| just vantedtoreach out fromAlantaandtell youall how
sorry | amand hownuch Tex (Ratcliff) and | think of you. I
just hopenoonefromFrst Uwaskilled. . . . Youareadl
ny bel oveds.

Sncardy,

Nancy Jacobsen

[Abeautiful, hand-drawn card, signed by nenbers of t he
congregation, said]

“Dear Fiends,

V&, the nentoers of the Lhitarian Lhiversalist Lhited
Fellomshipof S. Retersburg, Horida, sendthiscardtol et
you knowour thoughts and | ove are wth you.”

{Alongletter froml stvan Kovacs, pastor of the Lhitarian
Ghurch i n &epszent gyorg, Transyl vania, our partner
congregationthere]

M dear col | eague Fred, our dear brothers and si sters:

It isanonthsincetheterribletragedy happened and
abit latebut hopefullynot toolatel amwitingtotell you
that we, your Transyl vanian partnersinfaith arehere, near
youwthall our conpassi onand prayers. | stiil cannot
bel ivethat the beautiful skylineseenfromBooklynHghtsis
not the sane eni nore. .. And probabel |y our |ives are not the
sane eni nore. . .

n 16-th of sept enber we hel d a servi ce w th 400
peopl e commenor ati ng those | ost i nthe tragedy and
expressingour solidaritywthall of youontheseterribl e
days. V& t hought especi al |y of you, our partners in Brookl yn
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thi nki ng that t here nay have been even nenier s of your
congregationanong the lost. Vé |it candl es and nany
nenber s expr essed t heyr t houghts and conpassi on.

Wen | read your “Four wews fromNew York” | was
reveal edtolearnthat sonehowt he tragedy avoi ded directly
t he nenbers of your Gongregation. Even readi ng your wews
| couldfeel theterribl e at nospher e whi ch you experi enced
and alsoadmretheintegrity of apersonknownghe' s duty.

Wien it happened | was i n our newchur chbui | di ng
whi t h sone bui | di ng speci al i sts tal ki ng about the
continuationof theinterior of the churchto be dedi cated
next nonth.. M father col ed ne and and we ran to the TV
seeng there | i ve on the QNN howt he second pl ane hit the
WC Wen we visited yoou | vas onthe top of the WC |
knewt he streets where the towers col | apsed, | knewpeopl e
who coul d be i nthose bui | di ngs. ..

Thiswasn't sinply atragi c news about sone bui | di ngs
and peopl e sormher e on t he ot her si de of the ,worl d but
wer e ny bui | di ngs, ny NewYork, ny peopl e suffering
there. And several tousend mles awnay fromt hose rui ns t hey
areny ruins.

| renenber sayingto Agnes ny wfethat anewerais
just beginninginfront of our eyes, that probabel lythisisthe
real beginningof thethirdmlleni um

h that Sunday | priched about t he words of Jesus:
“Love your enemes! "trying to expl ore what can be done for
justiceinthisdaysof terriblepan?lsit possibetol ove your
enem es who but cher ed t ousends of i nocent |ives? Though
difficudt, theanswer isyesandthisistheonly possibl e
aternativeinthethirdmlleniuml knowthat isdificut to
say this when you are wthinthe events, when you have
| osses andyou are ful of painbut again: thisistheonly
dterrative

| amproudto see howlhitarians hadtheintegrity to
react tothesesituation

Besi des t he scenes of dest ructi onwhi ch sorrounds you
inNewYork let netell youabit of good news by | etting
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you knowt hat w th our cormon ef fort our Uhitarian church
i n Sepsi szentgyOrgy i s near conplitionandin 18 of
Noventoer it vill bededicated Inthisbuildingishbult the
support of your Church and your nenters. So pl ease | et
themknowthat thew llingnestobuild, tocreateis stronger
thantheevil forces of destructionandif we are cl ose enough
to eachot her to put our shoul ders together wew | succi de.

| amwitingthistoinwte youtothe dedication of
t hen church bui | di ng and t o cone and neet our peopl e.

If other nenberswouldliketojointhey aredll
wel coned. H ease | et Dougl as Eads knowt he good news and
theinvitation

V¢ wor k day and ni ght onthis |ast period because
therearestill alot todobat we hopetonakeit.

| think that if you coul d cone this woul d gi ve a new
inpetus toour partnershipinthefuture.
I nthhis erawhenfundanental ismisarea threat- not only
onnon-christianside- | thinkthat our libera nessageisvita
for thethirdmlleni umand ve nust put together our
strength. You hel eped us bothspiritual ly andnaterially to
bui I d our church. V& nay not have the naterial neans to
hel p you to rebui | dt he destroyed bui | di ngs, but we have the
love and solidarity tohel | pyourebuildthe hope!
Inloveandfaith,
| st van Kovacs and 3500 Lhi tari ans fromSepsi szent gyor gy

PS If you can cone or others | et ne know
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ubj ect: Qubj ect: poemfromBr ookl yn
Date: Wd, 3 Cct 2001 09: 10: 41 EDT

“Thousands of bl ossons, red, brown, white, yell ow bl ack
scattered on ground nade tender by their falling.

“Thi s human body, nore fragil e than t he dewdrops onthe
count | ess tips of norni ng grass.”

“M/wailingvoiceisthebright Septenber wnd and i nthe dark
ni ght, si | ence speaks:

"l wll dieonlywenlovediesandyouw!!| not let lovedie.”
Bonni e Motai Treace, Sensei

F re Lotus Tenpl e, Zen Mbunt ai n Mbnast ery

B ookl yn (via Pat Bernstein)

Qbject: for the9/1lfile-fromagrievingfriendinCr
Date: Thu, 4 Cct 2001 09: 12: 00 EDT

To Oreat e an Eneny
Sam Keen

Sart wth an enpty canvas
SKetchinbroad outlinethe forns of
nen, wonen, and chi |l dren.

O pintothe unconsci ous wel I of your own
di sowned dar kness wi th a w de brush and
stainthestrangerswththesinister hue

of the shadow

Trace onto t he face of the eneny the greed,
hat red, carel essness you dare not clai m
as your own.

(oscure the sweet individuality of each face.
Baseal hintsof the nyriadloves, hopes,
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fears that play through the kal ei doscope of
everyfiniteheart.

Twst thesmleuntil it forns t he dowward
arcof crudty.

Sripfleshfrombone until only the
abstract skel eton of deat h renai ns.

Exaggerate eachfeature until nanis
net anor phasi zed i nt o beast, vermin, insect.

F Il inthe background wth nal i gnant
figures fromanci ent ni ght nares—devil s,
denons, nyrnidons of evil.

Wien your i con of the eneny i s conpl ete
youw!| beabletokill wthout guilt,
sl aught er w thout shane.

The t hi ng you destroy w I | have becone
nerel y an eneny of God, an i npedi nent
tothesacreddia ectic of history.

- fromFaces of the Eneny

Date: Fri, 28 Sep 2001
(vi a Frank Mirchese)

O Monday we e-mai | ed j okes
n Tuesday we di d not

O Monday we t hought that we were secure
n Tuesday we | earned bet t er

n Monday we wer e tal ki ng about her oes as bei ng at hl et es
n Tuesday we r el ear ned who our heroes are

h Monday we were irritated that our rebate checks had not
arived

O Tuesday we gave noney away t o peopl e we had never net

n Mbnday t her e wer e peopl e fi ghti ng agai nst prayi ng i n school s

n Tuesday you woul d have been hard pressed to fi nd a school
wher e soneone was not prayi ng
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n Monday peopl e argued with thei r ki ds about pi cking up their
room

n Tuesday t he sane peopl e coul d not get hone fast enough to
hug thei r ki ds

h Mbonday peopl e were upset that they had to wait 6 ninutes
inafast fooddrivethroughline

(n Tuesday peopl e didn’'t care about waitingupto 6 hoursto
gi ve bl ood for the dyi ng

(n Mbnday we waved our flags signifyingour cultural diversity
n Tuesday we waved only the Aneri can fl ag

h Mbnday t her e wer e peopl e trying t o separ at e each ot her by
race, sex, col or and creed
(n Tuesday they were al | hol di ng hands

O Monday we wer e nen or wonen, bl ack or white, ol d or
young, richor poor, gay or straight, Gristianor non Gristian.
O Tuesday we wer e Aneri cans

h Mbnday pol i tici ans argued about budget surpl uses
n Tuesday gri ef strickenthey sang‘ Gd B ess Aeri ca’

h Monday the President was goingtoHoridatoreadto
children
n Tuesday he returned t o Véishi ngton to protect our children

O Monday we had fanilies
O Tuesday we had or phans

O Mbnday peopl e went to work as usual
n Tuesday t hey di ed

O Monday peopl e were fighting the 10 comrandrent s on
gover nnent property

n Tuesday the sane people al | said‘ Gdhelpusall’ wile
thinking‘ Thoushal | not kill’

Itissadyironichowit takeshorrificeventstoplacethingsinto

perspective, but it has. Thelessons | earned thi s week, the thi ngs

we have taken for granted, the things that have beenforgotten or
over | ooked, hopeful |y w il never beforgotten again.
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Date: Sun, 30 Sep 2001
Dear friends &famly—

I"'mwaitingtogowthafriend of mnetothe Javits Genter,
trying to get FBENVA (Federal Ener gency Managenent

Associ ation) credential s inadditiontoour week-by-week chapl ai n
clearancetogoto Gound Zeroagain. It’'s annoyingto haveto
go t hrough so nuch red tape, though | understand t he

hei ght ened need for security. Wilewaitingfor Rosenary’ s
phone cal |, | thought |’ d sharewthyouthewords | sharedthis
norni ng W th our congregati on duri ng our wor shi p servi ces—not
as the sernon, but as a neditation before the ant hem

V¢ al | need t he t hought s and wor ds of one anot her as we
findoursel vesinanewy defined extended fanil y that crosses the
borders of at least 80 nations. VW reall strugglingwththe
chaotic flux of our individual and collectivefeelings and howto
noul dstrategy that isnaxinal |y effectivewhileinflictingthe
| east possibl edestructionof life. Howweact will defineasfor
years t o cone—

Peace when peaceis hardto find, Jan

Ref| ecti ons

Jan Cxr | sson-Bul |

Lhitarian Church of Al Soul s
Sept enber 30, 2001

Gris, Kevin, Mria, Hward, Josh, Jim Bob, Shayna, Rosenary,
Preston, Katrina, Paulo, Gaig, Pela, Rchard | couldgoonwth
these nanes. Each givesrisetoyet another storyinthe surreal
nont age of this horror. Sone are anong the | ost, the dead -
Josh Hver, a24-year-ol dtrader for Gantor Htzgera d; helived
upstairs fromny daughter, Sarah, inPark S ope. They |i stened
to Beat| es nusi ¢ and shared an occasi onal beer wth noinkling -
noinkling. Thenthere’s RHchard Allen. | had wal ked up to one
of nany firenen at G ound Zero the other ni ght, put ny hand
on hi s shoul der: “Howya doi ng? It nust be toughto be here
day after day.” “Yeah,” hesaid, “it is.” Andthen, “Reverend,
pl ease pray for ny cousin, Rchard Alen. Hewas afirenmantoo;
he'sinthere”
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| 1 earned so nuch fromBob Gssner, atall strawberry-blondfire
chapl ai n fromhi cago, arescue diver, anortician, andaninister
who unabashed! y descri bes hi nsel f as fundanental i st Protestant.
Bob was down at Gound Zero for wel | over aweek. Hs full

snil e and hi s bi g bear hugs cut t hrough any st ereot ypes | night
have brought to our neeting. “Anythingthat’s foundthat says a
lifewas here- awthing,” hesays,” isablessing It'sclosurefor
one nore famly.” Andwe pray around that di scovery, inan

ar ns- over - shoul der s huddl e, we pray.

It’s ground that has been defil ed and ground that i s sacred
space. It’'stestanent to hunanity at the apex of our possibility
for evil and hunanity at the apex of our possibility for good.
Those nanes that | naned i nclude the firenen | net, the
pol i cenen, the crane operators, the asbestos technicians, the
structural engineers, thesanitati onworkers and FBl agents and
yes, the chapl ai n's cal | eagues fromacross t he park and across the
country. Al aretherebecauseit’s sacred space now and
resurrectionisthe order of the day.

Vel ki ng back toward . Paul ' s Chapel afewhours after
sunrise, | spotted acrewof sanitationworkers. | wal kedupto
t hemand t hanked t hemfor the work they were doing. “It really
feelsgoodto hear that,” they said. Qe fell owl ooked at ne
wthatiredsnle “Qeansoulsrest easy, Reverend. @ ean soul s

rest easy.”

Howt o respond as a person and a nati on? There’ s anger,
deep anger. There's anatural and understandabl e driveto
retaliate, tobonbthemall tohell whoever the “theniis, andif
i nnocent peopledietoo, vell sobeit. Theanger is beyondreal .
| strugglewthit—hownot toweak havoc on a peopl e al r eady
deci nat ed by w enchi ng oppr essi on. Afewnorni ngs ago, ny
husband Dan and | were tal ki ng about this, about our struggle
wthanger andwhat todowthit, howtoroute out theterrorist
network, evenit’s possibletodoso. Suddenly a passage from
the NewTestanent flashed into ny nenory. It’'s Jesus’ charge
tohisdisciplesasreportedinthe Book of Mitthew He nanes
t hemone by one and t hen says to them “I send you out as
sheep inthe mdst of wol ves; so be w se as serpents and har nhess
as doves.”
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Be w se as serpents and harnhess as doves. | recail in
horror and gri ef at what has happened herein NewYork Qty, for
t he t housands who have peri shed, for the nany nore t housands
whose | ives are rent asunder by personal | oss and a bl eak
econom ¢ out| ook - nany of youincluded. | recoil inhorror and
grief at what happened i n Véishi ngt on, DCand i n t he count rysi de
of Rennsyl vani a.

(n Saturdays Dan teaches karateto children. Last week,
one of the youngsters, an ei ght-year-ol d boy whoml will call
Jonat han, was acting out, annoyi ng ot her youngsters, not payi ng
attention. etc. Danwent over to hi mand bent down: “Wat’ s
goi ng on, Jonathan?’ Thereply: “I'mtired and bored.” Dan
tested: “Too nuch TVIast night?’ Jonathan' s reply: “Nope.”

Dan persisted: “WMat isit then, Jonathan.” “lI’'m
afraid” saidthechild “'mafraidthat badpeoplewl!! flya
planeintony house.” Danwasjolted, but he spoke deliberately
and fromt he heart inresponse, “Jonat han, | personal |y
guar ant ee you that no bad peoplew || fly a pl aneinto your
house. ”

Inthe wastes of Afghanistan, inthe shadowof the
Taliban, there’s an el ght-year-ol d Jonat han. Wiat ki nd of
pronise can we nake to this chil d?

Howdo we own t hat spect ruml i nki ng t he good and evi |
of our own humanity? Howdowe stareintothe funeral pyre
that istherubbl e of Gound Zero, avoi d acts that coul d recycl e
thishorror, wileforginginternational |y supported anti-terrorist
strategy? V& grieve, wereel, we fune, and we consi der.

Miy the God that enbraces us all be wth us. My the
w sdomof t he serpent and t he har nh essness of the dove course
t hrough our soul s and i nfuse our public policy. My welivethe
bal ance of our own preci ous days w t h mindf ul ness, conpassi on,
and gratitude for each sunrise. My we open w de t he doors of
our hearts, the hearts of our mnds, and the w ndows of this
vworldtothat great and precious gift of | oving and bei ng | oved.
And may Rchard All enand al | who are w th hi mrest i n peace.
Amen.

(Jan Gxrlsson-BUl )
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Date: Mon, 1 Cct 2001
Dear Rev. \Woden,

Thank you very nuch for sharing your journal entries onthe
UAwebsite. Youand your fanily, col | eagues, congregation,
and nei ghbors are i n ny heart and t hought s.

Bar bar a Schonborn, Vst ford, Missachusetts (25 nil es nort hwest
of Boston)
Menber, FHrst ParishinBedford, WJ

Date: Tue, 02 Gct 2001
Dear Fed,

| just read your comments onthe UAsite. Thank you. Sofar it
istheonly UWexpressionthat | can connect to. Perhaps because
| renenter sowel | your sernon at Hrst WPhila Sone years
ago (findi ng hope i n a hunani st orientation). Do you have a
copy you coul d share ?

| have to gotowork nowbut wll send al ong sone f urt her

thoughts later.
Shal om Sal aam Bob Throne (col | eague)
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(I witealocal nevspaper col unm, the foll owng, fromearly
Qctober 2001, was the first since Septenber 117, ]

| have not wittenfor sonetine nost notably the | ast nont h,
and you nay be vondering why. For six nonths | vas travel i ng,
nuch of it overseas, takinglifein not puttingvords out. |

| earned nuch, nost of whi ch | have yet to understand.

Then, just as | vas about tostart inagain, thecity
expl oded. Andthat set off awhol e newseries of t hought s and
ponderings that | coul d not understand much | ess express. For a
whilel couldnot think of anythingtosay. Andthen ! coul d not
think of anything not tosay. Inanextrenetine, extrene
thoughts areinevitabl e. Bit as one who bel i eves ext renes are
rarely heal thy, | vaited until the pendul umof ny nind began to
swnglessrapidyand! couldcontenplate vwhat it all neans.
Then, only then, coul d| addto the conversation.

I have good nevs. The good nevs i s that a cal anity such
as ve have known forces everyone to thi nk deepl y and spi ritually.
Mich as a death i n the fanil y nakes us question our fai t h and
forces us to ask the tough questi ons about |ife and death, this
travesty has forcedthe nation, especiallythecity, to askthose
same questions, not only as i ndi vidual s but as a conomunity. This
i s good nevis, because fromsuch crises of faith w sdomgrovns. In
fact, w sdomseens torequire struggl e. Mich as certai n pi ne
trees canonly gerninateinthe heat of aforest fire so sone
w sdomcanonly growinthe fireof loss andfear. Thisis not to
sayit wll grow but it can.

Adthisisnypoint. The opportunity for spiritual and
noral wsdomisonlythat, anopportunity. It renains to see
whet her we have t he courage to continue down a di fficult path
t ovard w sdom or whet her ve shal | drawback or turn asi de.
The | atter are easier, and very tenpting, for they pronise an end
towhat bothers us, beit anger or doubt or sorrowor regret. Rit
I bel i eve such sol utions essentially defer the probl emt o anot her
day. If vedonot risetothespiritual chall enge now anot her
crisiswll cone al ong, probably inthe vorldwe hand to our
children and grandchi | dren, and they wll have to ponder t he
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deat h of thousands, or nore. They wll have to bear the fear and
doubt .

The Qunday before the attack | went to the work of the
poet Rainer Miria R 1 ke, anearly 20th century Gernan poet. In
asnall volune of letters sent to a younger poet he counsel ed
himondealingwthdifficuty, saying“Bepatient wthall theis
unsol ved i n your heart andtry to |l ove t he questi ons t hensel ves. ”

The questions vie are deal ing with are not tenporary.
They are perpetual . Wy do t he i nnocent suffer and w cked
prosper? Wat i s good, what is evil ? Fbwdo | knowwhat is
right andtrue? Wiat is the answer to viol ence? Is there anend
tosuffering? There are nany nore.

These quest i ons have been around si nce hunans fi rst
began to think. Fromthemrose the i dea of God, the hope of
salvation, theveryideaof justice. These questions are the seeds
of all know edge. Every tine ve have faced t hemi n earnest, the
hunan condi ti on has been i nproved. |f we respond to our
current | oss by onl y puni shi ng, exacting revenge, or even bringi ng
thecrimnal stojustice thequestionswll not engaged. VEwll
stop thinki ng about them but they wil renainthere, vaitingfor
a future nonent .

V& have been gi ven a hard and dreadf ul opportunity to
think deepl y as i ndi vi dual s and as a speci es. WI I we have t he
courage of patience? Think of your children, andtheirs. That
wll give us the strength ve need.

Date: Mon, 15 Cct 2001

1) Thanks for the text of your sernon. | nissed servi ce Sunday.
Not for any real Iy good reason. Basically wthdriving 100 nl es
per day to work and doi ng t he bal anci ng act that | have al ways
done, alvays feelinglikel amjust one snall stepfromtotal chaos
and di saster, inthe mdd e of the busi est tine of year for
Gonpensat i on Managers (al | naj or conpensat i on deci si ons:

sal ary, bonus, stock, get nade bet ween nowand January i n
nearly al|l corporations.) yadda, yadda, yadda. ..

But inreadingit, | got at least aportionof theeffect.
Not all of it, becauseinhearingit live, | amsurel woul d have
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“cried ny eyes out”, an effect your sernons have of ten had on
ne.

Fred, you are doi ng what we need. Thank you for that. |
nysel f amnot uptoit right now | am“too far behi nd ny
eyebal | s” these days. Insurvival node, just tryingtokeepit
together. So, | deeply appreci at e t hose who can add songt hi ng
tothe healingthat i s so needed.

Gd B ess youfor your abilitytoseeclearlyandpassit
aongtous.

| especially needed thi s week' s di spatch. Thanks al ot.
Gari n (Boyer)

Date: Tue, 16 Gct 2001

Your suggestion to use a nomto pl une br oke t hr ough sone ki nd
of barrier. Inawayyoucoudsay | didnot witethis, and| still
have awiter’s bl ock; soneoneelsedid, sodoingit’sless
threateni ng.

[ ungf i sh hyrm

Lungfi sh | unges up
shattersvatertop nirrorval |,
gesrs.

Hrst pidginprayer,

i Nl ungfi shwords:

aprayer for lungs that work,
aval edi cti on agai nst drowni ng
inligtyears d sky,

wher e no ti depool rins

can versify hi s hynms;

bor n John t he Uhbapt i st
inhisscdeshirt,

l'ongi ng, vai ting,

ear to si nni ng st ones

once wat er washed.

Cct ober 15, 2001

- (nomde pl une)
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Date: Tue, 16 Cct 2001 00: 25: 49 +0800

Fed | havetotell you, | hopeyouareright (reyour sernon). |
amdi scour aged fromt hi nki ng peopl e who ar e so di ver gent on
basi ¢ assunpt i ons can ever get to comrmon ground. Vé don't al |
see sorrowand gri ef the same way. Qur psychol ogy i s soneone
€l se' s garbage, at | east fromwhat | can see, and as | ong as t hey
(meani ng t he peopl e who bonbed the WO want to attack rne,
and do attack ne, | want to pre-enpt themin the nost effective
and | east noral | y repugnant way | can. (Not that | think the U
isblanel ess: ahost of foreignpaicyinsultsandneglects are our
badge. Sill, not everybody needs t hose ki nds of excusestokill,
so | think those scrupl es are nore for ny sake thanthey are for
anybody el se’ s except for the peopl e who have themw th ne.) ...
| 1 ove what you quotedinthe sernon. Ch, | feel so sad.

Mel ani e (Surmer fi el d Lee)

Date: Wd, 17 Cct 2001 09: 50: 36 EDT
Qbj ect: runors

(forwarded fromafriend, andthe first printabl e hunor to cone
out)

“I'n a nessage dated 10/ 15/ 0...

“Don’t gotothe bat hroomon Gt ober 28th. A Aintel i gence
reportsthat anajor plot isplannedfor that day. Anyone who
takes apooponthe 28thw !l bebittenontheass by analligator.
Reportsindi catethat organi zed groups of alligators are pl anni ng
torise upintounsuspecting Anerican’stoilet bowsandbite

t hemwhen they are doi ng thei r dirty busi ness.

| usuallydon't sendenailslikethis, but | got thisinfornation
fromareliablesource. It canefromafriendof afriendwhose
cousinisdatingthis girl whose brother knows thi s guy whose wi fe
knows t hi s | ady whose husband buys hot - dogs fromt hi s guy who
knows a shoeshi ne guy who shi nes t he shoes of a nai | room

wor ker who has a friendwho' s drug deal er sel | s drugs t o anot her
nai | roomwor ker who works inthe QAbuilding. He apparently
overheard two guys tal ki ng i nt he bat hroomabout al | i gat ors and
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canetothe conclusionthat wearegoingtobe attacked. Soit
nust be true

Date: Tue, 23 Cct 2001 10: 25: 14 - 0400
Subj ect: Gt 14 sernon
H Fed

| amat work right nowand final ly read your Gt 14 sernon and
vantedtol et you knowny reactiontoit. | was at a support
group neeting | ast night for wonen recently di agnosed with
breast cancer. For all of us, the experience of cancer andthe
Trade Center attack areintertw ned. Qe wonan had surgery
on the norni ng of Sept 11 and her not her and si ster were stuck
inanairport hundreds of nil es anay and unabl e to get to her for
weeks. Another was visiting her lawer inthe Trade Genter to
nake out aw || and nade her first escape fromdeath that day.

Your words, “Veé cannot choose our trial's, but we can
choose howwe w || respond” struck ne deepl y. Thi s phi| asophy
has been ny gui de for dealingwththe cancer andit is getting
nethroughit as graceful |y as possi bl e.

I't has hel ped ne choose good nedi cal prof essi onal s and
nake good treat nent decisions. It isasonakingit easier for
fanmly andfriendstodeal wthnethroughthis. | amtrying not
tobe angry, but toget as nuch out of this experienceas| can.
Earlyon, Dllesaidthat thiswll nake us better people. | didn't
buyit whenhesaidit (afewdays after the diagnosis), but | can
seethat hewas right. | was not given the choi ce of whet her |
wanted t hi s experi ence, but | amchoosi ng every day howto
hand eit. If | havetogothroughit, | night aswell trytocone
out aheadintheend, interns of spiritual growh, nore caring
rel ationshi ps, and, hopeful ly, better hea th.

So thank you for those good words. | will bringthemto
t he support group next week.

Mra (Addi ngt on)
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(The fol low ng i s an ext ended response to a t el ephone i nt ervi ew
wth a PBS Producer, who cal l ed to get background and t he | i ke
foraprgect. It isoneof tvioor three such conversations | had
over the veeks, but the only one | wrote down. )

11 Cctober 2001
(he Mont h to t he day

N Segal I,

It isvery hardtorespondto your request. Not because | haven't
quest i oned ny faith or spoken with ot hers who have, but because
questioningny faithis anornal part of nylife. Askingwhy evil
persists, vwhether dd exists, or ot her such questions does not
requi re an enornous cal anity. | have buried tvo sons, infants
both, and ot her children. | have vatched il ness ravage bodi es
and minds. Scarcel y a veek goes by that sone i nj usti ce or
tragedy does not enter ny life sonehowand | nust ask agai n
whet her | can bel i eve. [oubt and uncertainty are part of true
fdath

The hardest part of this past nonth for ne has been ny
inabilitytoconfort those who seek it when they ask ne to
soot he t hei r doubt s and answver thei r questions. Intruthl have
toresist nyinclinationtosay, “Gowup; thisiswhat real religion
isabout.” Mst arenot ready for thiskindof spiritual reality
therapy. The best | candois hopetoleadthema step cl oser to
it. Sl listenalot, adcoment alittle

Anman wth two young chil dreni s paral yzed by fear. e
finds hi s mnd obsessi ng about chemical and bi ol ogi cal at t acks,
bel ieving that Septenber 11 vas only the first act, and nowwth
reprisal s under vay there wll be nore and soon. He can't stop
thinkingabout it. It fillshisdreans and guides his daily deci si ons
as he takes the bus i nstead of the trai n, and contenpl at es novi ng
anay etirdy.

Asingl e wonan i s aski ng what Sept enber 11'" neans i n
the larger sense. talk about whether it is sinply anact of evil
orisit asoalesson? Shesensesthat thereissonetruthtother
anger, andis vorriedthat unl ess we understandthat there wll be
other catacl ysns of anger. Shealsofeelsalittleguiltythat vhen
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it all happened she di d not | eapin and hel p out but rat her hung
back.

Anewy narriedyoung nan tells me t hat t he meani ng of
i fe seens t o have vani shed. The synibol s of fai th and nation are
nownwocki ng, hol | ow and repel | ant. Fbwcoul d t here be any
nmeani ng i n synbol s when such act s t ake pl ace? Hbowcoul d one
hope for peace or justice or evenlife when a fewnen can erase
SO nany so easi | y?

| felt the same as each of these, and others. | am
questioningagain, anddoubtingagain. Bt asl said thisis
nornal for ne. “Agoni es are one of ny change of garnents,”
saidVdlt Witnan. And yet, thereis a doubt behi ndt he doubt
thisting aquestionsopotent | canbarely wiisperit.

| have bel i eved, across all ny val | eys and nount ai ns, t hat
every experienceinlifecanteach us about life. Asdeathavaits
usall, andevil andgoodarestill at vorkinthevorld, the
purpose of lifeisnot townor eventosurvivebut tolearn. Ve
can pass that know edge on, as our ancestors did. Today, we are
repul sed by sl avery and chi | d abuse and ot her thi ngs t hat vere
nornal in ages past. PRerhaps tonorrowwe shal | be repul sed by
raci smand cruel ty and hunger .

That bel i ef has sustained me for nost of ny adul t |ife.
But this experience, the assault of Septenber 11'", nakes ne
vonder i f there are experi ences we cannot | earn from whose
nagni t ude of horror or cruelty are so thorough that they drive us
backvard not forvard. These days | cannot tell if Septenber
11" vasitself soevil that it isafragnent of MIton's “darkness
visible, ” or vhether it vas so horrifying that we cannot faceit
andlearn. Ineither case, ve are burdened.

Ironically, | am finding faiththese days i n achau. Last
Mirch, while onsabbatical, | spent anorningthere, acrisp
bright norning. It vas as sad and as nournful a pl ace as | have
ever been. Inthecenter of it thereis a broad parade ground
betvween the admini stration bui | di ng and barracks filledwth snal |
white stones. Paradeis aeuphenmism as it vas the pl ace vhere
prisoners were assenbl ed dai | y and of t en kept st andi ng for hours
as puni shnent. It vas as sinpleandas brutal atorture as there

87



can be. And | shook ny head, tears around ny eyes, at the
i ngenui ty of hunan hat red.

Buit then, as the sun broke agai n and agai n on ne, and t he
sveet snell of spring coul d not be hel d back by t he wi re and
concrete, | renenbered: this chapter is over. And fromt hat
i nmense horror, one nany fol d greater than what has happened
tous, camelife and hope.

V¥ | earned fromDachau. Perhaps not enough, but we
learned sonething. Andthevoridis better thanthat, evenif
onlyaverylittle | never expectedtofindfaithina
concentrationcanp. Rerhaps | shall findalittlenmoreinthe
rubbl e of the Vdrld Trade Ceniter. That’s what | ambel i eving for
now Andbelievinginbelievingis agoodplaceto be.

W F. Woden
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(This is the next newspaper col urm | submitt ed)

Avonan came into ny office struggling wth her feelings. She
vworked inthe Vorl d Trade Center. V& spoke for sone tine, but
what struck ne vas sonet hi ng she nentioned early on. Qn her
vay to her newoffice, shenoticedthat the security guardinthe

| obby vas asl eep.

“Howcoul d he be asl eep?” she asked angrily. hcein
her newof fice, she found her covorkers acting as i f not hi ng had
changed. They t oo viere asl eep, so to speak.

The cat ast rophe of Septenber 11 changed us. V& al | say
thisandthink ve knowthis, but inreality nost areasleep. It is
both larger than we thi nk and snal | er, sonethingthat the nation
and t he wor! d cannot avoi d, and yet sonet hi ng t hat can onl y be
grasped i n each i ndi vi dual mnd and soul .

Itisaspiritua crisis. Wat | neanbythisis not aconflict
betveenreligions, or aconflict about theol ogy, althoughthose
nay betrue. Wat | neanby aspiritual crisisisthat abasic
assunpt i on we hunans share i s suddenl y i n question, nanel y t hat
ve, and our hores, will bethere at the end of the day.

It isnolonger possibletolive as though tonorrowi s
gi ven. Wien even the nost rel i abl e pl aces are att acked and
dest royed, ve knowthat no pl ace i s safe. And w t hout t hat
bel i ef, we cannot do nuch at all. The neasure of devel oped and
undevel oped soci eties is roughl y the anount of tine the forner
need not devote andthe latter must devotetostayingalive. Ina
sense, we have been bonbed back to t he & one Age, for survival
was the onl y t hi ng such peopl e coul d t hi nk nuch about and now
so are ve.

T course, ve are not inthe & one Age as everyt hi ng ve
had on Septenber 10" it still at hand. M cableis fine, ny
enail ishappy, thebillsarestill arriving, andl have hot vat er
every day. Rit because of the attack, our minds and soul s have
been avakened t o sonet hi ng we have been abl e to i gnore for
literally generations: that the dayis not gi ven any one.
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M vi sitor understood this, and she vas out raged t hat
t hose around her di d not seemto shareit. | suspect sone did,
but vereunable or unwllingtosayit. Gil it denia or
avoi dance, but for nany, pretending ve are safeis the only nay
tosurviveright now But thisisnot along-termstrategy. A
sone poi nt we have to vake up and face the terror i nour hearts.

Facingthat imer terror, redlyfacingit, isthespiritud
chal lenge. Toface and expl ore thi s anakened fear isto
reconsi der the thi ngs ve have bel i eved i n t he past and ask i f t hey
arestill pertinent and valid Mybe you bel i eved God vioul d
revard the just and puni sh t he wi cked. Fbwdoes that work
when good peopl e are pul veri zed not by acci dent but by desi gn?
Ferhaps youthink thereis anallottedtine for our |ives and when
it’sup, it’sover. Ait that nakes fate or Gdthe author of evil.
These and ot her bel i ef s t hat worked wel | enough bef ore, nay not
vork as wel | now

Ironically, acatastrophe al nost 2000 years ago
occasionedagreat spiritual crisisthat essentially created nodern
Judai smand Ghri stianity. The tenpl e i n Jerusal emvas dest royed
by the Fonans. That event shook Judai smand Qhristianity to
the core, forcingthemboth to reconsider their nost basic beliefs.

I't renains to be seen vhat our event wll doto our
spiritual val ues. Bit beassured, it shall. Wiat is unknownis
whet her vie shal | have t he courage t o wake up and deal wth t he
chal l enges forthright!y, or choose to sl eep as | ong as possi bl e and
hopethey will goavay. |If wedothe forner, thereis achance
ve can find real w sdomand i nsight for our conmon future. |If
vedothelatter, wearesureonly of another catastrophe for our
grandchi | dren’ s grandchi | dren.

The choi ce, it seens to ne, is obvious. Vike up and deal
wthit. Sruggleif wenust inour souls, but donot put off to
anot her gener at i on sonet hi ng we have t he responsi bil ity and
opportunity to do now
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Mnorial Servi ces

(1 vas honored, andfinally felt of val ue, wienl vas approachedto
conduct tvio nenorial services for victing of theassault. Bothvere
younger narriednen, vorkinginthefinancia serviceindustry.

(ne vas promnent within hi s conpany and one vas not. The first
Servi ce vas at t ended by hundreds, the second by | ess t han tvo
dozen. Insubstance, though, bothvere al nost identical. Bel owis
one of thase servi ces, but nuch of the nateria vas usedin both,
whi chstrikes ne as gooropriate.)

“Vé are nade of dust, andtheworldis al so nade of dust,” said
Mbhanmed | gbal . Across trackl ess tine and endl ess milesthistruth
isclear. But never vasit supposedtobesobruta lyclear. Bren
now wenthewndisright, we cansnel |l the dust of deathand
destruction, the scent of that day. Evennow whenthewndis
rign, theeyes canburnasthe dust of fivethousandlivesrises and
swrlsinthelovel y aut unm sky.

Hardisthetruthof dust; that intheendweal shall beblownlike
thewnd, our |ives crunbl edinto nunerl ess fragnents of
forgetting. Wiat of the faces, the nanes, the stories and deeds?
\ér e t hose we | oved ner e shadows onthe wal | of eternal night?
Wen al | is gone fromhand and eye, isthereanythingleft, anything
red?

Qut of the day and night (wites Shelley)

Ajoy has takenflight;

Fresh spring, and sunmer, and w nter hoar,

Mve ny faint heart wthgrief, but wth deli ght

No nore, Ch, Never nore!
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Alginsonthesorrowful pathof grief, thesearethe questionsin
our aching hearts, aswe contenpl atetheterribl efact of death.

They are doubl y borne when death i s harsh and unjust, atool inthe
hand of rage. And, truthful Iy, noword can heal the wound or
silencetheimard cry. Eventhe Gnpassionate Qe issilent before
such sorrow

Thenwhy speak at al | ? Not todispersethepainaof loss, but to
proclaimthelifewe knew [This nan] |ived, and each nonent of
that lifewasred. Itisasred nowasit was anonthago. For once
sador done, itsnarkisleft, andthe universeis not the sane.

To honor thefingerprint of this dust uponthis planet, we coneto
pay honage. To redeemour broken hearts fromdespair, we cone
toconfiort one another. Toshowthat loveislarger thanlife, we
cone toweep and | augh. To showour gratitudefor thislife, and
thislove, we coneto pray and revere.

Readi ngs and R ayer

A suchtines the poverty of our hearts yearns for w sdomand so
weseekit inthevords of ancient witings, heartfelt words of prayer
and year ni ng.

“Bythelight of dayandthefal |l of night, your Lord has not forsaken
you,” says the 93¢ Quraof the Q'ran. “Odhe not findyou an
orphan and gi ve you shelter? Ddhenot findyouinerror and

gui de you? DO dhe not find you poor and enrich you?”

“Wi ther shall 1 got fromthy Soirit?" says psal m139, “or whither
shal | | fleefromthy presence? If | ascendto heaven, thouart there;
if | nakenybedinthegrave, behd d, thouart there. If | takethe
wngs of norningand dwel | inthe utternost parts of the seas; even
thereshal | thy handlead ne, andthy right hand shall holdne. |f |
say, surely the darkness that cover ne; eventhenignt shall belignt
about ne. Yeathe darkness hideth not fromthee, but the ni ght
shinethastheday;, the darkness andthelight areaiketothee.

92



These anci ent words are anong nany to strengthenthe heart in
troudledtines. For intruth, thepathwewa kisauniversa one, as
al wolivewll deadall wolovewl!l knowgrief. Thereisa
strange confiort inthe caravan of hunan grief, as Wl liamQi | en
Bryant knew

“Yet not tothineeterna resting—pl ace

Shalt thouretirea one, (hewote) nor coul dst thou w sh
Gouch nore nagni fi cent. Thou shalt |ie down
Wthpatriarchs of theinfant world- wthkings,

The powerful of theearth- thewse, the good,

Fair forns, and hoary seers of ages past,

Al inonenmghty sepul chre.”

Deathfromadistanceis mldandwse. But howshal | wefindthat
distance, evenif wevantedit? For now therawinmedi atefact is
nost present, ragingwthinjusticeandheartbrokenat thetheft.
The words of Wnst on High Auden, who |ived near here, wites of
ths

V& are | i ved by powers we pretend t o under st and;

They arrange our loves; it istheywhodirect at the end,

The eneny bul | et, the sickness, or even our hand.

It istheir tonorrowhangs over theearthof theliving
Adall that wewshfor our friends: but exi stenceis believing
V¢ know f or whomwe nourn and who i s gri evi ng.

Tine al one, they say, cangive you peace. But not as nost woul d
think. BmlyDckinsonput it: “They say that tine assuages — Ti ne
never di d assuage- An actual suffering strengthens As si nevs do,
wthage.”
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Gief isatrid of theheart. It tearsdownthefamliar and
confiortabl el eavi ngonly nost barrentruthstoshelter us. Itisa
storm “love storns inour hearts,” says Mhammed | gbal , and he
asks “Wence cones that storn? Thejourney of loveis averylong
jourey.” Adgief, | tdl you, ispart of that journey.

Thishour isastationonthejourney, apilgri nage pl ace, were ve
pause and ask di rections, seek shelter, andrest awhil e before setting
of f agai n, to “search and search agai nwthout | osi ng hope,” says
Idd. Raye:

Renenbr ances

Acal | eague of nine once wote, “what can be sai d of death —
except that nothing can be sai d..but of our death, of themwe
have nuchto say.” Agai hst the encroachi ng anonynity of eternity
we denand a nonent’ s pause to wei gh and hol d the real wei ght of
thislife thisnman... | amtheleast qual ifiedto speak of hi mand so
| shal | not except tosay it was an honor to knowhi mi n absence.
[Hswdow paintedfor neapicturethroughwordand story of a
nandrivenbylife driventolearnandliveandlove, to, inthe
words of Henry David Thoreau “l earnwhat |ife has toteach and
not, when| conetodie, discover that | have not |ived.” He goes
on, “I donat tolivevhat isnot life livingissodear. Nor dol wsh
topracticeresignation, ulessit isqutenecessary.”

...Thereis somuch to say .(and here words particul ar tothe
deceased wer e shared.)

.The neasure of agood nanis that even his fl ans are bel oved, and
such | heardthisnorning. The snal | and sonetines sillythings are
curiousl y what carry the nost vivi d power ...

Suichisalifethat nonatter hownuchwe learnthereis nore, and
so much of it newand unexpect ed. Because | di d not knowhi m
and hewas not apublicly religious nan, | cannot ventureto speak
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but as onewthgoodintuitions about suchthings, | thinkthese
wor ds fromMbhamnmed | gbal nay speak for his faith.

“Toworship Gdis nothing other thanto servethe people. It does
not needrosaries, prayer carpets or robes. Al peopl es are nentoers
of the sane body, createdfromone essence. |f fatebrings suffering

to one nener. The ot hers cannot stay at rest. A ayer
Misi ¢
@ osi ng Readi ngs

“Sone have | eft and ot hers are about to | eave (says a Sanskri t
passage), so why shoul d we be sorry that we t oo nust go? And yet
our hearts aresad that onthis mghty road the fri ends we neet can
set noplaceto neet again.”

Thetinewe haveis drawngtoanend, andthistooisagrief, forit
neans anot her step anay fromMchael 's life. But | have sonet hi ng
togiveyou. Noticethat whenyou neet andtal k and thi nk of him
youw !l findyoursd f gad, andthat for aninstance, itisjust asif he
werestill dive Heis. Thedeedsof alifedoendure, for theyarein
you. Bverythingthat was [this nan] continues even now “Hw
our hearts warned as we spoke of him” the di sci pl es sai d as t hey

r enener ed Jesus.

You hearts wll warmtoo, andhereisthenystery of eventhat. If
youcoudsit downandtell every storyinevery detail youwoul d be
herel onger thanhe ever lived. Qur lives arelarger t hanwe know
spreadi ng outvardintine and pl ace | ong after we have di ed.

The nonents of our lifeareripplesof lifeandlovethat nove
outvward to a shore unseen. They neet and bl end and anpl i fy and
nakethetide of life' s sea, bendi ngand swayi ngtothe nusic of a
di vine mind, the singingof theworld.

Misi ¢
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Bessig

“I shall losenyearthly dwel ling-place” (witesJorge Grrera
Andr ade)

and find nysel f once nor e not her - naked.

Thestars, thefishes, wll clinbaganthecoursed their inverted
ddes

Al that iscdor, bird o nane,

w || becone once nore a scant fistful of night,

and over the spoi| of ciphers andfeathers

and | ove’ s body, conpounded of fruit and of nusic,

vefall at last, |ikedreamor shadow

t he unrenentoer i ng dust .

Sdy, we nowpart, notes of dust inavast gal axy of being. As|[he]
gave hinsel f tothedust andair, sowe give oursel ves back tothe
vorld. Tenderly, reverently wetake our | eave, knowngthat his
spirit dwellsinour hearts and hisworks abi deinour |ives and grow
yet green and good upon the earth.
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[The final vordof this anthol ogyis fromJack Garles, vwho sone
tinelater sent these verses vhi ch seemappropriatetobel ast.

W Frederi ck Woden]

Hnal Vidrds
Gat hedral Soace

Fai nt snoke nowri ses to an enpty skyl i ne
Repl aci ng t he spl endor of the once ungai nl'y tovers
That becane a syniol of thecity.

For thefirst tinel seetheva ue of freeformarchitecture

Asit mght fill thevoid, createdby thedestructionof this synha
And sense t he t housands of |ives snuffed by the gossangr strands of
fae

| seetowersrisingabove acathedra space,
Bvi dence of hunanki nd’ s opti nism
Despi t e the chaos of the uni verse.

Nowt he syntool is avoid
Destructi on born of nad rage
Li ves choked by t he gossaner strands of fate

Appear inthelingeri ng snoke
Andinthe snoke towers al sori se,

Above cathedral space.

Bvi dence of optinmsm
Intheface of the chaos of the uni verse.
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