How We Began...

Working together for our mutua benefit is a
long-standing tradition for Unitarian
Universdist congregations. Our roots in North
America go back to the independent, sdf-
governing churches of colonia New England
that covenanted to help one another in times of
need. In Europe, our heritage reaches back to
reigious and socid reformers in England,
Poland and Transylvania

The Unitarian Universais Association of
Congregations (UUA) was formed in 1961
through the consolidation of the Universaist
Church of Americaand the American Unitarian
Asociation. Today the UUA is a faith
community of more than 1000 congregations
that support each other and bring to the world a
vison of religious freedom, tolerance and
social justice.

Our congregations elect a Board of Trustees to
govern the Association in accordance with our
commitment to the democratic process. Our
Association  supports  the ongoing vision,
mission and ministry of member congregations.
Annualy, we hold a meeting of the entire
Association, called Generd Assembly, where
delegates representing their congregations vote
on Association issues.

“ The commitments we make to one another, the

promises we make to one another as a
congregation, as an association, are what creates
church community.

The Rev. Rebecca Parker,

The Premise and the Promise

(UUA, Skinner House Books)
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CONTACT Us:

All UUA staff can be reached by email
by using the firgt initia and last name

followed by @uua.org

OFFICE OF INFORMATION
(617) 948-4652
info@uua.org

For an extensive selection of books and
other materias, contact:

UUA BOOKSTORE
1-800 215-9076
www.uua.org/bookstore/
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«As free congregations we enter
into this covenant, promising to
one another our mutual trust

and support.”

UUA Bylaws



How do we assist one another?

We are here to help our congregations grow and thrive and to bring the voice of Unitarian Universalist
values to the world. Our staff is located in districts across the country and in offices in Boston and
Washington to help congregations accomplish together al that an individua congregation would find

difficult to do aone.

Helping congr egations gr ow
and thrive

We work with congregations to find qualified
religious professionals and assist with leadership
transitions.

We develop lifespan religious education curricula
and continuing education programs for religious
educators.

We provide resources for lay leaders, such as the
I nterConnections website and newsl etter.

Skinner House Books publishes meditation manu-
als and other titles of interest to UUs.

Members receive the UU WORLD magazine.

Our Bookstore offers books, pamphlets, RE cur-
ricula, audio, visual and other materials.

We sponsor more than 200 electronic mailing lists
and aresource-rich website.

Our youth, young adult, and campus programs
help congregations attract younger members.

We offer resources and support for congregations
as they become anti-racist, anti-oppressive, multi-
cultural, and welcoming.

We make available fundraising consultation,
building grant and loan programs, and size-
specific workshops on planning for growth.

With Umbrella Giving, we help individuals plan
giftsto the UU institutions of their choice.

We help start new congregations and work with
district and local leaders to provide resources as
they grow. We also support new congregations
growing out of local energy.

We provide “Uncommon Denomination” hospi-
tality, belonging and media resources on our

Giving public voice to
our values and principles

We help congregations take action on their values by
providing “how-to” resources on advocacy, organizing,
public policy issues and the theological motivations for
our justice work.

We keep the nationa media informed about UU values
and activities, and our Association’s leaders speak out on
current issues.

The Association’s Washington Office for Advocacy
implements General Assembly socia justice decisions,
making our views known to the US Congress and
Administration.

We strengthen our voice in codition with other
organizations.

We ensure that Association funds are in socialy respon-
sble investments and we provide information on how
congregations and individuals can be socialy responsible
investors.

We offer endowment management services to congrege-
tions.

Beacon Press offers the public books that are consonant
with and promote Unitarian Universaist principles.

How do wefund all of this?

A spirit of love and generosity among UUs, past
and present, makes these services possible. The
majority of our Association’s work is funded by:

Congregations through their generous
Annua Program Fund contributions.

Individual UUswho give to Friends of
the UUA.

Gifts and Bequests from UUs wanting
to insure the continuation of our faith.

Endowment income, including alarge
endowment donated by the UU
Congregation at Shelter Rock,
Manhasset, NY.

Capitad Campaign income from UUs
who want to support needs and projects
not covered by the regular UUA budget.

Likeyour congregation, the
Unitarian Universalist Association of
Congregationsis morethan the sum of
itsparts. Itisa dynamic movement, a
collective expression of our living
tradition, and the means by which we,
together, promote congregational
healthand vitality.
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